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Yukon Legislative Assembly
Whitehorse, Yukon
Wednesday, February 16, 2011 — 1:00 p.m.

Speaker: I will now call the House to order. We will
proceed at this time with prayers.

Prayers
DAILY ROUTINE

Speaker:  We will proceed at this time with the Order
Paper.

Tributes.

Introduction of visitors.
Returns or documents for tabling.

TABLING RETURNS AND DOCUMENTS

Mr. McRobb: | have two documents for tabling.
They're both e-mails from the Yukon Housing Corpgima
officials regarding the sell-off of the mortgagertialio.

Speaker:
for tabling are simply that; | don’t need an exg@lton.

Reports of committees.

Are there any petitions?

Are there any bills to be introduced?

Are there any notices of motion?

NOTICES OF MOTION

Mr. Nordick: | rise today to give notice of the follow-
ing motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Canada t

amend the Yukon Northern Affairs program devoluticansfer
agreement, signed by a previous Yukon governmernDcio-
ber 29, 2001, in relation to the following:

(1) changing the provisions of chapter 5, Forestareces,
and the $7.5 million for Fire Suppression Transitget out in
chapter 7.13 to ensure the Government of Yukoniveseap-
propriate compensation for fighting forest firespecially in
the view of the increased historic risk of firetire boreal for-
est, including the massive spruce-bark beetle tafies that
was allowed to grow unchecked for decades in theé re-
gion under DIAND’s administration;

(2) increasing the $3-million cap on Resource Reesn
set out in chapter 7.27.1(a), Net Fiscal Benefitehable the
Government of Yukon and Yukon First Nations to reee
more benefits from resource development in theatoeyrwhile
promoting greater economic activity with a corresgiog
greater economic return to the Government of Careauh

(3) ensuring there is parity between the provisiohshe
Yukon Northern Affairs program devolution transégreement
and the devolution agreements being negotiated tvéhGov-
ernment of Northwest Territories and the Governnzértiun-
avut.

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-
lowing motion for the production of papers:

In future, honourable member, documents

THAT this House do issue an order for the returralbf
documents related to the cost of advertising thé&oviugov-
ernment’s 2009-10 budget and the 2011-12 budgttarprint
and electronic media.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House reaffirms Yukon as a nuclear-freme
and supports the Yukon Member of Parliament’sti@liore the
House of Commons, which would prohibit using Careda
land, sea or airspace above th& @@rallel to transport or test
nuclear weapons.

Mr. Mitchell:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon to
comply with recommendations from the Auditor Geharh
Canada by identifying its most important healthopties, de-
veloping key health indicators and setting tardets health
outcomes in order to properly assess whetherpitagiding the
right programs and services and allocating rescuopdmally.

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Government of Yukon
comply with recommendations from the Auditor Geharh
Canada and begin following ti@nancial Administration Act.

to

Mr. Fairclough:
lowing motion:

THAT this House urges the Cabinet Commissionettter
Department of Community Services to work with athke-
holders to ensure residents of Dawson City havb@#-am-

Mr. Speaker, | give notice of the fol-

Dulance coverage.

Mr. Cardiff: | give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House urges the Standing Committee onliPub
Accounts to meet as soon as possible to reviewesubnd to
the report of the Auditor General of Canada, titdkon
Health Services and Programs 2011 — Department ezltH
and Social Servicesabled in the Legislative Assembly on Feb-
ruary 15, 2011; and

THAT all members of the Public Accounts Committee r
spond in a timely and forthright manner whenevanicwni-
cating with the chair of the committee as to thaimailability
and willingness to meet and discuss important meifie the
public interest.

| also give notice of the following motion:

THAT this House welcomes the news of a temporacydi
the situation in Dawson, where there was a laclessfential
ambulance services, and encourages the Minist€oaimu-
nity Services to engage in discussions with aluatéer EMS
responders throughout the territory about lastilogg-term
solutions that:

(1) respects EMS volunteers’ and their familieshicibbu-
tions;

(2) incorporates EMS volunteer perspectives on ifund
priorities; and
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(3) ensures that essential services are provideddrthe-
clock in all Yukon communities.

Speaker:  Are there any further notices of motion?
Hearing none, is there a statement by a minister?
This then brings us to Question Period.

QUESTION PERIOD
Question re:  Auditor General report

Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General’s re-
port, Yukon Health Services and Programs — 2@tand that
this government, quote: “...has not identified andmfally
documented its most important health priorities.”

This government promises big and delivers littlee Wave
heard promises of a homeless shelter; we have hal&rdbout
the need for a proper, medical detox facility, areg these even
in this government’s long-term plans? No, theyrave

The Auditor General also stated that the departnugrte:
“does not have a human resource plan.” Will the Itheand
Social Services minister tell us if he acceptsAlnglitor Gen-
eral’s assessment and how he will set prioritiesttie depart-
ment?

Hon. Mr. Hart: To begin with, | would first of all like
to thank the Auditor General Sheila Fraser andduelit team
for the report she did on my Department of Heahl &ocial
Services and for the recommendations containeckitnethe
process appears to have been a thorough assessheatde-
partment, and the recommendations appear to betbatsve
can work with. | also advise that the report tabtedterday, as
the member opposite indicated, contained our fonesbonses
to those recommendations.

Mr. Mitchell: Another problem the Auditor General
pointed out was that this government, and | qubtedoes not
use and analyze data from all relevant sourceseterighine
whether its programs and services are achieving tigec-
tives and reaching those who need them...” The regtates
that this government “... cannot assess whetherptasiding
the right programs and services and allocatinguess opti-
mally.”

The Health minister stated last October that, qutitée
need solid research to back up the policies andrpnos that
will lead to solutions.” Studies and research ampartant, Mr.
Speaker, but so is the ability to evaluate the g that you
are implementing. Otherwise, there is no way tbitehey are
succeeding or not.

How can the department properly evaluate the progria
place if there is not a proper assessment systghage?

Hon. Mr. Hart:
the report. He has seen our department’s respanteetrec-
ommendation. As | indicated earlier, we are in\d@aw of our
strategic plan. We have gone in that place. If wilinote, the
Auditor General has clearly stated that we havepthe in the
early stages and we are moving along in that psodelok
forward to providing the results of same to the stown
Wednesday.

Mr. Mitchell: While this government continues to
boast that it has Yukoners on the path to progpehe Auditor

General's report would indicate that this governtrisost in
the woods. As this government has often said, ynt&now
where you are going until you know where you hagerb But
the Auditor General’s report would indicate thaattiyovern-
ment does not know where it has been, so it's isiptes for
the government to know where it's going.

The Auditor General has recommended that, and tequo
“The Department of Health and Social Services ghoanhk its
health priorities, set timelines and targets fodradsing them,
and identify resources required.”

The department has agreed with these recommendation
Will the minister be acting on them and providihg trequired
resources for the department to follow through?

Hon. Mr. Hart: The Auditor General’s report clearly
states that, although in the early stages, therttepat has be-
gun implementing the strategic planning — | migtid astrate-
gic planning and risk management for the departmgénat’s
identified in the Auditor General’s report.

Question re:  Auditor General report

Mr. Mitchell: Yesterday the Auditor General pre-
sented her findings into the Department of Healtd &ocial
Services. She brought forward a number of seriaugerns,
including issues with poor planning, overspendiagg inade-
quate information management. One thing that thelitu
General criticized was théukon Substance Abuse Action Plan
She said that there was no way of telling if it veéfective and
that its lack of performance measures directly @mnes the
government’s own financial administration manudle Dustice
minister has previously had a lot to say aboutpla@’s effec-
tiveness.

How can the minister call this plan a success wten
Auditor General says she can't even tell if it isriing?

Hon. Mr. Hart: As | have stated previously here, we
have had discussions with the Auditor General'snte&lVe
have gone over the department’s process. We aepport of
the recommendations put forth by the Auditor Geleetaam,
as well as the Auditor General. As indicated in taport, we
have commenced a process of planning and strategicwith
regard to all programming in Health and Social ®e.

Mr. Mitchell: Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General
pointed out that 28.4 percent of Yukoners are hedripkers
compared to 17.2 percent of Canadians generallgt frifeans
Yukoners are at a higher risk of more than 65 nediondi-
tions, including cancer, cardiovascular disease rapdtal ill-
ness. That's why it is so important to be sure thatmillions
of dollars spent on substance abuse issues artiedlg spent.

This is what the Auditor General had to say abdet t

The member opposite obviously has yxon Substance Abuse Action Ptanthe action plan did not

have targets, goals, performance measures, or aiaiu
requirements. Consequently, the effectivenessefSihbstance
Abuse Action Plan could not be assessed.”

Why can’t the minister show that the plan has hag a
effect whatsoever?

Hon. Mr. Hart: In regard to the Auditor General’s
report, | look forward to the discussion taking qdaas the
Member for Mount Lorne brought up, in PAC on theails,
specifically with regard to Health and Social Sees as it re-
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lates to the specific and individual items relatedhe Auditor
General’s report. However, | will state that, tdgetwith the
information we have and the information providedhoy Audi-
tor General, we are in the planning process torenthat what
we are doing is and can be accomplished with tseurees
that we have in the best possible way to ensunrécesr are
available for all Yukoners.

Mr. Mitchell:
in place for six years. It has pulled resourcesmfrthe
departments of Health and Social Services, Judfidacation,
Community Services, the Women'’s Directorate andtthlkeon
Liquor Corporation. It was supposed to fulfill YukdParty
campaign promises to address serious drug anddlesgues
in the territory.

Now the Auditor General says there is no way toiftél is
working. Does the minister agree with the Audit@n®@ral that
this plan’s effects are unknown and that it hambreanaged in
contravention of the financial administration mafiua

Hon. Ms. Horne: This is really interesting. This is a
very interesting question, seeing it was the opjwrsithat
recognized substance abuse is the biggest driverimfe in
Yukon, yet it was the opposition that shut down Ba&rah
Steele Building. This is interesting. We have put Yukon
Substance Abuse Action Plamo use in Yukon, and we are
looking at the problems. Recidivism is one of thardest
gauges, and this happens right across Canada. Thame
accurate gauge as to how a program is workingwauhave
set up courts for Yukon people suffering with sabse abuse.
We have proven that, in most cases, our Communiingdss
Court is 60-percent effective, and that’s for sahst abuse.

A substance abuse action plan has been

without a strategic business plan and a risk-mamagé proc-
ess or complete and accurate health plan datatdsriect. The
Auditor General’s report clearly states, as | stdiefore previ-
ously, that although at early stages, the depaitias begun
implementing strategic planning and risk manageniestates
that a strategic plan does have goals, objectstestegies, mis-
sions and a vision.

Although we do not agree as to whether those garads
objectives are measurable, the Auditor General dotsleny
that this work has begun and it is underway.

In fact, we have completed and released the depatth
strategic plan in 2009 for the period of 2009 uR@lL4.

Ms. Hanson: In fact, the minister does reflect that i
has begun the strategic planning exercise. WhatAtinditor
General did point out is that there is no integratbf the data
and that it reflects on the ability to plan for \Wfarce
adjustment and for the planning for recruitment setdntion.

What | would like to know is whether or not the ister
does agree that accountable, responsible decisikinm
depends on having complete and accurate data,usbtsjlo
approaches, which she identified in the report erelsty. I'm
just asking: yes or no?

Hon. Mr. Hart: Mr. Speaker, we've made huge
strides in our risk-management processes, and wugk
continues throughout the department in a planned an
meaningful way. In addition, program impacts onlgubealth
often take many, many years to demonstrate. Impact
outcome assessments are typically very costly asdurce
intensive, to be able to identify and state thatirapact or
outcome was truly as a result of the program arichmesult of

—

Yes, Mr. Speaker, this government is concerned tabouhe confounding conditions — better economic envinent,

substance abuse.

Question re:  Auditor General report

Ms. Hanson: Mr. Speaker, the Auditor General's
report yesterday on the Department of Health andiabo
Services was both brutally frank and crystal cledr.
demonstrated what we have been hearing and sdwioggh
the course of the last few days during the budgéite. This
Yukon Party government has been spending one-thfirids
total budget for the last eight years without amgdible
strategic plan containing measurable goals anc:tibgs.

The report says it has failed to identify its miwsportant
health priorities and has not set targets for healtcomes, nor
has it developed key health indicators. In the fardGeneral’s
own words, this means the government “cannot asskether
it is providing the right programs and services afidcating
resources optimally.” In light of this, will the Mister of
Health and Social Services and Social Serviceuutethow he
determined that Yukoners needed and wanted mote aene
facilities and not the expansion of a collaboratiwémary
health care delivery model as recommended by Yhkon
Health Care Revie%

Hon. Mr. Hart: Mr. Speaker, first of all, for the
member opposite, I'd like to correct some of thioimation
that she has provided with regard to the Auditoné&al’s re-
port. The statement that the Department of Heatith Social
Services was, and | quote: “spending huge sums arfiem

better social environment, et cetera. So we relysing best
practices that have been demonstrated to havaveositpacts

and outcomes that have been demonstrated in other
jurisdictions.

Mr. Speaker, we have identified our greatest health
priority, ensuring health care services for all Wokresidents,
when they need them and where they need them.

Ms. Hanson: In fact, the Auditor General has
identified that the department has identified mamgalth
priorities in its planning documents, but it hastimer ranked
them nor produced plans to address them in waysinbkde
resources, timelines and targets. As a result, Alitor
General — not me — has said that it is not cleaickvh
priorities are critical and what the departmentnpldo do to
address them. The minister has promised Yukonerm tw
regional hospitals, a social inclusion strategy,wellness
strategy, a strategy to deal with acutely intox@dapersons at
risk, a palliative care program, the continuatiérihnee mental
health programs previously funded under the tetatdealth
access fund, et cetera. Which of these are keyifem and
when does the government plan to set goals to e tab
demonstrate that it is delivering on its mandatelennthe
Yukon Health Ac?

Hon. Mr. Hart: | thank the member opposite for
identifying all the good programs that this sidetlod Legisla-
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ture is working with. As | have stated previoudlyyill state
that we are working.

I will again state it is also because the threeitteres
work together to ensure that we receive the sameuatmof
services for health care as those of our southesthiten with
regard to health care from the federal governmiewill state
again that we agree with the Auditor General aragtalua-
tion, and that more data would be informative aralil pro-
vide additional information and assist us in evahgaour pro-
grams.

Last year a number of residents of the Mayo Roathno
zoning area signed a petition asking the ministearrange a
public meeting to review minimum lot size for rurakidential
properties. The petitioners seek a reduction inimim lot
size, similar to what has been approved for otleing areas.
While it's not yet clear how other residents felbat that pro-
posed change, it's important to provide peoplehia area the
opportunity to review and discuss the proposal.

The Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources wrotthée
organizer of that petition in September 2010 amticeted land

However, the federal government has provided us$ wit planning staff would begin organizing a meeting.ll\Wie

$1.4 million to evaluate just one program — jusé grogram
— and the Auditor General has evaluated two programd
made that assessment. As stated, we have workéd thet
Auditor General's department and her team, and oak |
forward to working with them in the future, as wels
providing them a progress report on the informatioay did
provide us and working forward on the recommendatito
improve the health care for all Yukoners.

Questionre:  Deep Creek zoning regulations

Mr. Cathers:
of Energy, Mines and Resources about the statusoning
initiatives. Last summer, the department did alfioaund of
public consultation on draft zoning regulations fBmep Creek.

I understand that, after that consultation, revisiovere being
made to the draft regulations.

Will the minister please tell me the current statfighe
Deep Creek zoning regulations and when he expéatset
regulations to be approved?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: In addition to undertaking a
number of different land planning exercises thraughthe
territory, some that are a requirement of landnelagreements,
I can confirm for the member opposite that we ar¢he very
final stages of finalizing the Deep Creek area tmaent
regulations, and | expect to have them availabl¢hia near
future.

Mr. Cathers: | appreciate the minister’s indication
that this file is in its final stages. As he knowsjumber of my
constituents in the Deep Creek area are frustrayethe fact
that the zoning regulations are not in place. Liadt on
November 8, the minister indicated, and | quoteexjpect to be
in a position to make an announcement on this @ ribar
future.”

Can the minister give me an indication of whendests
can expect an announcement on the file?

Hon. Mr. Rouble: As | previously commented to the
member opposite, the Government of Yukon, the Depart
of Energy, Mines and Resources and our land useniplg
people have been working on a number of differiées fwith a
number of different initiatives throughout the temry. | do
expect to see the Deep Creek regulations comingafar once
they conclude the final steps of the process. Omeehave
everything finalized, we will be in a position toake an
announcement on the plans.

Mr. Cathers: I'll look forward to more information
from the minister in what | hope will be the neafuire.

| have some questions for the Minister

please update me on the status of this zoning file?

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Before the honourable minister answers the
question, Member for Lake Laberge, the Chair hasraern
that the second supplementary doesn’t seem tmkedito the
first two. From my perspective, the first two weme zoning;
this is a question on lot size. So honourable mepnjbet be
careful with that in the future, because | undewtgou only
have one question.

Minister responsible, please.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: The Department of Energy, Mines
and Resources and our land planning people have bery
busy on a number of different initiatives, incluglinthe
completion of the local area plan for west Dawsard a
Sunnydale, Marsh Lake — which has recently annodithe
tendering of a planner — Carcross and the Teséa.ar

Additionally, the Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources planners will be meeting with a varidtdiffierent
First Nations to discuss the issues around landnghg within
their traditional territories, as we have an oltigiato do so.

I will take the member opposite’s question under
advisement and contact the department officialspaogide an
update on that, once | have information back frapaitment
officials.

Questionre:  Yukon Housing Corporation mortgage
portfolio
Mr. McRobb: I have more questions for the Yukon

Housing Corporation minister. In the summer of 200%
Yukon Housing Corporation faced a cash crunch. kisifrom
a board meeting in August 2009 state: “The corpamatioes
not have enough cash in its bank account to payofalts
expenditures.”

To alleviate this cash crunch, the board beganihgpinto
selling the corporation’s mortgage portfolio toravate lending
institution. A series of e-mails obtained under essc to
information confirm this minister’s officials worllefor several
months putting together a Management Board subomisfsir
this minister to review.

One e-mail dated March 5, 2010, stated: “We anadryo
have the minister review and sign off the docun@nMarch
8.” Will the minister now explain his involvemenn ithis
considerable undertaking by his officials?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Speaker, again the member
opposite shows his inability to comprehend the edéhces
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between the Management Board Secretariat and theagdéa
ment Board itself, which is a group of bureaucrat®se duty
it is to do analysis, and a branch of Cabinet, Whias never
seen any of the documents he refers to.

For the member opposite, again, when he refershort
of cash”, he should be aware of the fact — sho@d-b that
the problem was the level of vote authority. Ittaely had
nothing to do with the fact that the government lratuge
amount of money in its bank account, but at thestithe vote
authority was low. The board of directors — an imeledent
body and Crown corporation — made decisions. lkigirt
decision to make. It is not the habit of this goweent, like it
was in the past for the short-lived Liberal goveemty to
meddle in the affairs of boards of directors. Tlstnot
something we do. The member opposite has madeyitclear
and the Liberal Party has made it very clear thaty twill
interfere and tinker with boards of directors. hiddghink that’s
reasonable, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. McRobb:
his level of involvement in this? Well, let's expdo further.
According to e-mails received under access to métion —
by the way, e-mails that this self-professed cotepfeopen
and accountable government refused to release whessked
for them — officials in both the Yukon Housing Corgtion
and the Department of Finance were working on
Management Board submission from January to Marth
2010. This is the description used by this ministeswn
officials: Management Board submission. Included tiis
group were the president, vice-president and direct— the
minister’'s most senior officials.

Does the minister expect the public to believe #ilathese
senior officials worked on this project for monthgt this
minister knew nothing about it?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Speaker, | think it's very
reasonable the board of directors and the officélkhe Yukon

Mr. McRobb: Why doesn’t this minister just answer
the simple question? Let’s explore this furthels kpisodes
like this that have eroded the public’s trust iis thovernment.
A couple of years ago, the Premier led secret metgmts to
privatize our energy future. He denied it repeatetut the
public knew what really happened. Did this Yukomnti?@ov-
ernment learn a lesson from that experience? No.

They laughed it off and on
responsible for the Housing Corporation directesl dfficials
to develop a Management Board submission for sglthre
corporation’'s $40 million mortgage portfolio. Theard
evidence proves this is true, yet this minister agm in hard
denial.

Will the minister now stop denying the obvious atimit
he was involved in the mortgage sell-off plan?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Obviously, the member opposite’s
memory is very, very short. The opposition briefings done
only — what? — two hours ago, and he asked thetiqumes

Why does the minister refuse to tell us there was direction given and was told, “Absolutalgt —

there was no direction given.”

But | do have to go back tdansardand the Blues, and I'd
repeat again from the Member for Kluane, and | gutithave
seen where the Deputy Minister of Executive Coudfilice
comes into the executive offices with an ATIPP esjuand
asks for political guidance...” Now that was untés watch,
owvhen he claims he had knowledge of that information

If we also go back to a letter of October 10, whichs
received in my office on October 11, 2007, from tieader of
the Liberal Party, the MLA for Copperbelt, and loger “I am
asking you to intervene on her behalf...”, et cetera.

We don't intervene with the Housing Corporation. W&e
them do their good work. Obviously, the Liberalsédalready,
very forcefully, announced a plank in their campaifpr
wanting to take over government — they want torfietre with
boards and committees. That is frightening, Mr.z&ee.

Housing Corporation do their due diligence and work

independently and have the proper analysis donethey
Management Board Secretariat. While submissiongigugh
the Executive Council Office, it actually resides the
Department of Finance.

The Liberal leader has made it very clear in thst plaat
it's not his opinion that Finance officials shouidve input to
financial decisions. That's what | hear the MemfoerKluane
saying now, that he doesn't feel that then askorgah opinion

from Department of Finance officials/Management r8oa

Secretariat should be part of it.

I do go back, since the member is fond of quotingutes,
June 16, 2000, Yukon Housing Corporation Board ioé®ors
meeting with the then Liberal minister responsibled | quote:
“The minister then outlined two areas of immedia¢ed which
he wishes to focus on.” We can keep going into 2ily2000.
The Liberal minister provided the board and stathva brief
overview of his thoughts relating to long-term piang. His
comments centred on items — and the list goes on.

The Yukon Housing Corporation does marvelous waoik a

we’re very happy to let them do it.

Questionre:  Yukon Housing Corporation mortgage
portfolio
Mr. McRobb: Let me start off by explaining to the

House what happened in the briefing this mornings,Y asked
officials whether political direction was receivdtbm this
Yukon Party government. Of course, the official# feery
uncomfortable giving a simple yes and instead empth how
they could not answer the question. However, thEdy
language shouted out an obvious yes. They recejeditical
direction from this minister, yet he continues @ it. It is no
wonder Yukoners have lost trust in this governméév. know
that this option was considered at the highest!Idyethis
government. We know that officials worked for mant get
this Management Board submission ready.

Will the minister admit his involvement and explaiy
he decided to cancel this plan?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Now the member opposite is
interpreting body language. His skills are abstusenazing. |
go back to November 15, 2004 idansard and | quote: “Out
of nowhere jumped this mother grouse on the pathwdsont
of us.” | think the grouse tripped him on this osica, Mr.
Speaker.

its heels the minister
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Mr. McRobb:
at hand? This minister won't admit the obvious. rdmains in
hard denial. The evidence has been tabled in toigsel He
won't admit he gave the political direction to hfficials. In-
stead, the officials are feeling the pressure. gbigernment is
putting the officials out on a limb to take the ggere on this
matter, when it was a political directive from tigigvernment.
The minister needs to have the courage to starahdpadmit
that. Will he do that now?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: This is getting interesting. Not
only does the member opposite interpret body lagguand
take that as evidence — it doesn’t matter whatpénaple said,;
it doesn’t matter what his information was; he’sngpto read
their body language.

Now I'm sure he’ll go back and Google all of thgmople
and see if he can find out other information, as&s done in
the past.

He’'ll go back and find some reason to claim agasihe
did in this House, that job applications and jolstpms were
done in a sex shop. I'm sure he’ll go back, as & dione in
this House, and he’ll claim that a sink was insilin Cabinet
offices. We're still looking for it. We haven't foul it yet, and
neither have any of our maintenance people — aittarehas
he, whom | have invited before to come up and piiat sink
out.

| have to go back to a very famous statesman byainee
of Samuel Adams, who stated once: “It does not ireqa
majority to prevail, but rather an irate, tirelesmority keen to
set brush fires in people’s minds.” We're gettingamd view, |
think, in this case, of the Liberal platform. Wejkt in there
and involve ourselves in boards and committeesvailll read
their body language. We won't go on what they attisay.

Mr. McRobb: The minister’s perspective on this
whole matter is quite interesting, yet it remainshe-refuses to
address the issues. We hear all kinds of extranextisses —
anything but an answer to these questions.

This is all about trust and integrity — trust, igtity and
accountability of the minister's actions. We arkiteg about
hundreds of Yukoners’ mortgages that were secpdtlgned to
be sold off to private institutions, putting themortgages at
risk; yet this minister is content to evade thecatability and
leave the matter with his officials. Will the mites admit he
was involved and gave political direction for teiscret plan?

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Again, for the member opposite,
no direction was given. He was told that by mehiis House.
He was told that by Yukon government officials aridkon
Housing Corporation officials. | go back, this tifrte August
24, 2000, under a Liberal government, and | qutAe:the
recent planning sessions, the honourable Wayne rdinister
responsible for the Yukon Housing Corporation iatid to the
board of directors the need for the corporatiorretciew the
Mountainview Place project and develop new optibfibat’s
giving direction, Mr. Speaker — a letter from thibéral leader
to a minister asking them to intervene. That's givdirection.

So many of these things make no sense. Last yegqutve
over $7 million into the budget for housing. Themier voted
against it and then in this House he indicated lieatever even

Mr. Speaker, can we deal with the issueread it. Another $7 million has been put into theldet this

year for the mortgage portfolio and housing lo@tsetera.

No doubt he is going to vote against that. He woe&d
that either. We're very clear on that. We're gejtanvery good
indication of how the Liberals would do this. Thegn't like
the Finance department involved in advising on rfgial
decisions. They will interfere with boards and coittees.
They built no social housing. We increased the kstiog 40
percent. That's our response.

Speaker: The time for Question Period has now
elapsed. We will proceed to Orders of the Day.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
OPPOSITION PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

BILLS OTHER THAN GOVERNMENT BILLS

Bill No. 114: Act to Amend the Housing Corporation
Act — Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 114, standing in the
name of Mr. McRobb.

Mr. McRobb: Mr. Speaker, | move that Bill No. 114,
entitled Act to Amend the Housing Corporation Abe now
read a second time.

Speaker: It has moved by the Member for Kluane that
Bill No. 114, entitledAct to Amend the Housing Corporation
Act, be now read a second time.

Mr. McRobb: Mr. Speaker, as | present this bill this
afternoon, | feel it necessary to really rendetatvn to what'’s
important about this bill. This is all about praiag Yukoners
in the future.

Passing this bill would protect all those with Yuwko
Housing Corporation mortgages from the risks asgediwith
the sell-off of their mortgages to a private lergdinstitution.
This is not specifically about what this Yukon Raried to do,
as we've just covered in Question Period, Mr. Speak

I urge all members to think beyond that episode and
consider what is best for Yukoners long into theufe. This
bill would protect Yukoners from the actions of afuture
government. Mr. Speaker, we're not just talking wbthis
Yukon Party government in the remainder of its teme’re
talking about the next government, the one aftat #imd so on,
long into the future. This is laying out part ofrqalan for the
future.

This bill would enshrine protection for these madg
holders long into the future. It would enshrinestprotection
into legislation.

So, Mr. Speaker, let's be clear about what thilligbout:
it's about enshrining legislation, the protectiaeded to assure
all Yukon Housing Corporation mortgagees, presadtfature,
that their mortgages will stay with the Yukon Hogpi
Corporation and not be transferred to a privatedilen
institution. This is about doing the right thing féukoners. Is
this action in the public interest? Of course it\s. Speaker.
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In recent months, as Yukoners became aware of thery
Party’s secret plan to privatize their Housing Qugtion
mortgages, they spoke out loudly and clearly agasosh a
plan. In fact, it was bad publicity that caused thécret plan to
be put on hold for the time being. Well, | see Hmising min-
ister finds this amusing, but evidence makes #rclé was bad
publicity that tripped up this secret initiative.

It was made clear by the Yukon public. They wantbid
protection and opposed the sell-off of their mogem to
private lending institutions.

Therefore, this bill is in the public interest asdmportant
to the public. As a reminder, Mr. Speaker, all memsbmust
never forget: we were elected to serve the public.

Do we think the Yukon Party government will help ins
passing this bill today? Well, it should be no siap that,
based on past examples, | would be shocked if theiY Party
were to support this bill.

Let’s take a look at some of the other bills brauigiward
during this session of the Yukon Legislative Assgmand
how the Yukon Party government responded to thdkse b

Going back to October 31, 2007, the Leader of tfici@l
Opposition, the Member for Copperbelt, introducadt to
Amend the Cooperation in Governance .Aé¢fhat did the
Yukon Party government do? It adjourned debateoédljing
debate is a rarely used instrument that has foanduf among
some majority governments in our country, but usedy
sparingly. The reason it is used sparingly is beeahe action
is seen as undemocratic. To adjourn debate on itiatiire
brought forward by the opposition is not allowirgetprocess
to evolve and conclude in a vote by all elected imemn
We've seen this quite a few times from this goveenin

The second occasion occurred on November 3, 2008nw
| introduced theYukon Energy Corporation Protection Act
What did the Yukon Party government do? It adjodrdebate
again — so much for democracy.

| stand corrected; that wasn't the second bill,wias
another example, so I'll go to a third example. Member for
Porter Creek South on April 23, 2007, introducedAan to
Amend the Yukokluman Rights ActWhat happened there?
The Yukon Party again adjourned debate. ShameShkaker;
this is supposed to be a democracy.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  Member for Klondike, on a point of order.

Mr. Nordick: Mr. Speaker, on the debate today,
although enlightening and entertaining, | don't sapy
relevance to the bill at hand. The member spokeutabo
everything but the bill he is supposed to be tajkibout, so |
would encourage the member to get on track, spbaltahe
bill that he tabled, not every other bill besideatt

Speaker:  Member for Kluane, on the point of order.

Mr. McRobb: On the point of order, Mr. Speaker, if
the member had been listening he would have cathght
connection. | lead off by clearly saying, “I dorékpect this
government to support this bill based on past exasn@\llow
me to recite those examples.” That's what | wasgloi

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: From the Chair's perspective there is no
point of order; it is simply a dispute between mensb The
Member for Kluane has the floor.

Mr. McRobb:
on April 24, 2007.

The Member for Porter Creek South introduced amothe
piece of legislation called thapology Act The Yukon Party
voted it down. The Yukon Party used its majority tiis
Assembly to defeat that legislation. Again, shame this
government.

Also, on October 31, 2007, | introduced tRet Metering
Act What did the Yukon Party government do in resp8nis
adjourned debate, Mr. Speaker, not on one occasiam two
occasions. This is shameful. This is not a demgcrau
know, all parties —

Some Hon. Member:

Mr. Speaker, a fourth example occurred

(Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker:  On a point of order. Go ahead.

Hon. Ms. Horne: The member opposite is insinuating
the government is acting in a non-democratic way laobject
to his body language.

Speaker:  Point of order, the Member for Kluane.

Mr. McRobb: On the point of order, there simply is
none, Mr. Speaker. I'm describing the actions a$ thiukon
Party government as undemocratic, and I'm entitiedmy
point of view.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: From the Chair's perspective, there is no
point of order. It is simply a dispute between menmb
Member for Kluane, you have the floor, please.

Mr. McRobb: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

So the Yukon Party has either adjourned debatesed its
majority to defeat every one of these bills thathage brought
forward over the past four and a half years in thésembly.
Isn’t that something? We can look at what each anthese
bills was about and ask ourselves: did the goveminu®
something to fill the void for these needs? Thewamsis no.
We still don’t have a net metering act or apologlya Energy
Corporation protection act or the amendment to the
Cooperation in Governance Aeind so on. This government
essentially defeated these opposition initiativiesply because
of a political decision. What I'm doing today islleag on all
members to do the right thing and support this biélcause it is
in the public interest and it is important to Yukos Again, do
I think we are going to get government supportliiis bill?

No, and that’'s no surprise, but | don’t feel | skibstand
here and be subservient or any other way than toaley. We
are at the point in this mandate where an eledsoclose at
hand, and we know if this bill gets defeated itsnething that
our party can include in a campaign platform aral/jote to the
voters during this coming election. If bills likki$ that protect
Yukoners are important to the Yukon public, theyilive the
opportunity to say so at the polls in the not tastanht future.
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Government support for this bill, as far as I'm cemed,
doesn't really matter.

Sure, Yukoners might care, but if the Yukon Pargntg
to defeat this bill or adjourn debate like it has every other
bill we've brought forward in this Assembly, thetllibe part
of the Yukon Party’s record and what a long redbisl

It's getting longer all the time. Again, this id about trust
and integrity. We heard that today in Question é&teand we
know this government has lost the public’s trust.

We should all try to remember why we were elected]
it's to serve the public. Once again, this bill wWbwserve a
public need to protect those with Yukon Housing fooation
mortgages from ever being sold to private lendirggiiutions.

| have a few notes to say about related matterst, fet's
talk about the Yukon Housing Corporation. It hawvesal
responsibilities. We know in its mandate it's imjamtt for the
corporation to help more Yukoners own their own kenirhe
corporation’s mortgage programs help bridge exjstiousing
gaps in the private sector by offering loans togbeavho do
not qualify for standard bank mortgages.

The programs have been in place for many yearshand
been tailored to specifically address the housiegds of
Yukoners.

Hundreds of Yukon families continue to live in hane
financed through the Housing Corporation. It is tlvanoting,
Mr. Speaker, that these families entered into sutbist
financial contracts, specifically with the Yukon ting
Corporation and specifically not with private clesetd banks
or other private lending institutions.

This Act to Amend thélousing Corporation Acprotects
Yukoners and their homes. It prevents the Housiogp@ration
from selling their mortgages to other financial tingions
without their consent. This is not merely a polahange; this
is enshrining that safeguard into legislation far tong term.

The Housing Corporation is mandated to facilitatenk
ownership. It's a Crown corporation charged withrkiag in
the public interest to help more Yukoners own thaivn
homes. Other financial institutions are, of courdegrged with
a different mandate. It's no surprise that theimdee is to
lend money or to decline to lend money, or to dhectio renew
outstanding mortgages with the objective of maxingztheir
profits for shareholders. We all know that. We gtdhat. It is
life in the real world, but in the Yukon we careoab each
other a little more than just in the real worldl parties in this
Assembly recognize that and part of that belidfasne out in
the existence of the Yukon Housing Corporation,clhiloes
provide social housing and programs to help thoseeded,
which includes first time homeowners and so ontlal way
down the list. That's not open for debate. We krtbe private
lending institutions have a primary objective of ximaizing
their earnings for shareholders.

During Monday's Question Period, the minister resgpo
ble for the Housing Corporation stated clearly be tecord
that there never was a plan to sell off the momtgpagrtfolio.
While we feel satisfied his comments give a leehssurance
that he has abandoned his plans to sell off the ¢émillions
of dollars of Yukoners’ mortgages, that's not gassbugh and

it's not good enough for the holders of these nagés. They
want more of an assurance than just a brief comraenthe
record from the minister. They want the peace ofdnof

knowing that a mortgage they took out with this vnocorpo-

ration will remain that way for the entire futuretill their

mortgage is paid off. They don’t want to wake ugddenly one
day and find they don't qualify for a renewal ofeam in their
mortgage because of more stringent criteria denthibgepri-

vate lending institutions, which put at risk theiortgage and
their ability to retain and live in their own homéghey don't
want that.

We speak about peace of mind. Essentially, this
certainty. We recognize the value and the meanfrigeoword
“certainty”. It is used in all kinds of other comte. What
people want is certainty that their mortgages véthain with
this Crown corporation. This bill today would achéethat.

To change this — if any future government wanted
change this bill, if passed — would require thateqoment to
bring an amendment to this bill and to this Assembt
bringing it forward to debate and actually voting that bill. It
is a rather extensive process. The best way torieeskhny
change in the actions of the government is to puinto
legislation. A policy change can be changed at whin
minister can have a policy changed. There is nairement to
ever make it known to the public that such a potibgnge has
occurred.

This government has made dozens of policy changes o
the years, many of which still have not been comicaiad to
the public. So, if the minister is indeed committedkeeping
Yukoners’ mortgages within the Housing Corporatienas he
now claims to be — he should have no trouble supmpthis
bill.

Let’s look at what he said: “There are no plans drete
will be no plans to sell off the mortgage portfaligvell, as
you heard today, Mr. Speaker, there is some reasaoubt
that particular commitment, because the evidengedan this
Assembly now clearly proves there was a plan.

Our bill clearly states: “...the corporation shallt rassign,
transfer or sell any loans...without the expresstemittconsent
of the borrower.”

Many Yukoners simply don’t trust this governmenhoge
Yukoners are not satisfied with verbal assuranbes their
mortgages won't be sold to private interests. Thosetgage
holders need assurance and peace of mind. Thegtrgetting
it from this government or this minister.

The minister also said there’s no need for a Yukon
Housing Corporation protection act because thene wever
any plans to sell off Yukoners’ mortgages to thghkeist bidder,
but documents from the Housing Corporation offgiaay
differently. Those internal government documendsesthat the
Housing Corporation had a cash-flow problem. Those
documents prove that to resolve that problem, trparation
considered selling off its mortgage portfolio. Fraanstrict
financial perspective, selling off the mortgagetfmio would
have brought in about $40 million, but for the 280koners
who bought their homes using Housing Corporatiomtgages,
there is much more than just a financial perspedtvconsider.
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For those people, it would have been extremelystuéto
suddenly discover that their homes are now helgeasrity by
financial institutions that would not qualify thefar a home
loan in the first place.

Let’s go back to the Housing Corporation’s planssédl
off the mortgage portfolio. Minutes from board meg$ and e-
mails between senior officials prove that a gresdlf time
and energy was invested in getting the mortgagefgbior
ready for sale.

It is worth noting, by the way, that we do not kntivis as
a result of what the minister has said in this HoEven when
asked directly about his plans to sell off the mage portfolio.
How did we find out then? How did we get the havilence
and information trail if we didn’t get the ministes put it on
the record? Well, it was obtained through Access to
Information and Protection of Privacy Ackquest. That is
how. How we obtained this information is relevaetause of
the consistent mismatch between the minister'®stants and
the official documents and because of the ministeonsistent
unwillingness to be forthright about how he diratis Housing
Corporation.

Let's take a closer look at this: board meeting utés
from August 6, 2009, show just how much work wemibi
preparing Yukoners’ mortgages for the auction bloTkat
undertaking included striking a special finance gmdgram
review committee to consider solutions to the désh-
crunch. That
officials at the highest levels and from across taege of
Housing Corporation responsibilities. This was olwgly an
important matter, to have such high-level assigrnmand be
given such priority.

This option basically allows CMHC-approved lendtdre
opportunity to convert existing mortgage portfolittss cash.
The point of going through these minutes todayoismake
clear just how much work went into finding a sabmifor the
corporation’s cash-flow problems.

The point is that the minister’s denial that angthiwas
going on was simply not believable.

Senior officials had met with representatives freéiMHC
and they reported back to the board of directorsis Tis
recorded in the minutes from the board of directions the
Yukon Housing Corporation.

The second option the special committee came up wit
was entitled “Private Sector Financing”. This irddal selling
off Yukoners’ mortgages to a private bank — thattiading
the long-term stream of mortgage payments fromet280 or
so Yukoners for a single lump of cash.

The minutes are explicit. The Housing Corporatiavega
great deal of thought to selling off the mortgagetfolio to a
private bank. Those minutes state: “The commitmesiclered
the option of selling the mortgage portfolio to rvpte sector
lending institution and/or obtaining a long-termahosecured by
the portfolio.” That's another quote directly frahre minutes.

There is no mention about consulting with Yukoners
before selling off their mortgages. As a matteffaaft, there’s
been no admission from the minister this was eanggon.

He has consistently refused to acknowledge hisciafé

review committee comprised a half-doze were given direction to work on this initiative. dlminister has

refused to take responsibility for giving his offils a political
direction they would need before embarking on atiative of
this importance to the public.

You know, Mr. Speaker, I've talked to a few peoalmut

On August 6, 2009, that specially formed committeethis particular matter, including a former ministesponsible

reported back to the board of directors about ptssiolutions
to the Housing Corporation’s cash-flow problemse Thinutes

for the Yukon Housing Corporation and others in khnew. |
asked them if they believed officials were nevefegipolitical

of that meeting outline in detail how serious thguie was and direction from the minister before embarking on tsugn

the different ways the corporation considered ngishe much-
needed cash.

Quite simply, and according to the minutes,
Corporation does not have enough cash in its ban&umt to
pay all of its expenditures for the fiscal yearfial's a quote
taken right from the minutes.

It was essential that they find a solution. Thosautes
also stated “the committee undertook some prelirgineviews
of options that could provide YHC with cash for ogéns,
current liabilities and long-term debt.”

That is, the committee knew there wasn't enougi casl
they were looking for different ways to find somé&he
committee came up with three possible ways to raiseey.
As we will see, the committee gave serious conattar to
selling off, as a block, Yukoners’ mortgages toriagie bank.
Again, according to minutes from this meeting, fingt option
was entitled, “Securitization through Canada Magtyeand
Housing Corporation.” Those minutes state that Yd#&f met
with representatives from the Canada Mortgage aadshig
Corporation also known as CMHC, Mr. Speaker — &cdss
the option of mortgage securitization.

“The

initiative affecting so many people. The answerswa
unanimous and clear — no.

These people clearly said there is no chance samgeike
this would ever happen without political directidrom the
minister. This is also consistent with my own urst@nding,
and this is what | believe happened. Earlier todayheard the
minister's take on what happened during their brgef Mr.
Speaker, the minister wasn't there. He shouldtahose who
were there. The result is 180 degrees from whaheard the
minister say. Officials did not deny point blanlaththere was
ever political direction given. The truth is thdiofls felt very
uncomfortable, and | gave them the option of nepoading,
and that's exactly what happened. As indicated, hbdy
language was very clear. Now, would that reactiamehbeen
produced if the minister had never given any puditi
direction?

Of course not, Mr. Speaker — of course not. Thefie o
cials know that in addition to their responsibdgi in the
corporation, they are there to serve the ministed a
presumably, they take pride in that as do all ottfécials in
the employ of the Yukon government. So, they're puta
position — a very uncomfortable position — | recgnthat
before even asking the question. It was clear whatanswer
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question. It was clear what the answer really Wwast; ask any-
body else in that briefing.

They didn’t want to be put on the spot for telling what
their own minister would not tell us and we canpexg that.
We don’t want to infringe on the rights of the pualdervice or
leave them hanging out to dry. We won't do that. dléa’t use
officials as shields. We're prepared to stand amddrountable
for our actions. We're prepared to answer questions

Let’s take a look at this government’s record.

Has the minister answered any of the dozen or setimuns
I've asked him this week alone on this matter? &an close.
The minister will talk about anything other thare tuestion
itself. He likes to go back and talk about previgosernments,
two or three elections ago. How is that relevant his
responsibilities today? How is that relevant to tighenportant
to Yukoners today and tomorrow? Of course the ansswvinat
it's not relevant at all and people expect moremfrtheir
government ministers in the way of responding ®itisues of
importance.

| just saw this morning on CB®Glewsworlda political
professor commenting on the unfortunate eventsnakdbe
federal Cabinet minister’s failure to admit thedrt®on of the
word “no” when signing off on a directive. | listeth very
carefully to what he had to say.

It was all about accountability to the public aedpect for
the institution. Well, Mr. Speaker, it is precis¢hose values |
hold up here in contrast with what we’re gettingnfr this
government with respect to being accountable o ithatter.
This government refuses to admit there was even
Management Board submission being prepared. Insteadet
the red-herring approach about some secretarias. fids got
nothing to do with a secretariat. This evidencewiatd through
access to information is clear. It references a agament
Board submission, so that's one of the ministee@ herrings
and there are plenty more. We've analyzed the asswe’ve
gotten and essentially the minister has contributetthing of
significance in terms of answering the questionseading to
any discovery of what actually took place. Well,ywiave we
pursued these questions? There are a couple okansight at
the top.

One is about accountability,
integrity. If a minister in this House stands updgputs on
record a statement that definitively states onaghiet hard
evidence obtained — hard evidence, by the way, 3ppeaker,
which is internal government documentation; theggomnent’s
own internal documentation — proves something cetepf
different, then we have a crisis in accountabilitiis translates
to trust. We've spoken about trust on countlessasions and
how this government has lost the public trust. Wlr.
Speaker, does this Yukon Party government learngs Gtotry
to pull up its socks? Does it try to be more trustivy to
Yukoners? No. This government is in a tailspin witezomes
to losing the public’s trust.

It's no wonder recent public opinion polls repe&teden-
tify good governance as Yukoners' top issue. Gamgegnance
means people want a government they can trustidfwasn’t
an issue, good governance would not continuallythee top

issue identified when Yukoners are polled. Theee@enty of
other issues important to Yukoners: the econongy ettviron-
ment, health care, the list goes on and on, yetl gmwernance
has been the top issue for several polls extengtioge than a
year.

Well, it all started with the government’s denidl its
$36.5 million investment into ABCPs — it ramped hig time
when the public discovered the Yukon Party’s septah to
privatize Yukoners’ energy future.

Now we discover, hot on the heels of that episdbe,
Yukon Party wanted to privatize Yukoners’ mortgaped by
the Yukon Housing Corporation to get $40 million ¢ash
because the corporation had a cash-flow crisis.

Has the government admitted this? No. And thatid p&
the problem that relates to good governance. Theister
should have the courage to tell Yukoners whatydsdppened.
The government should have the courage to be ataigerfor
its record. Instead, we get denial, diversion attdck — the
three components, the guiding principles to Yukoarty
members during Question Period or any other acetility
session in this Legislative Assembly. Modus opdraguals
deny, divert and attack.

Let's go back to what that professor said on teiew,
talking about the respect and integrity of theitaotbn, talking
about the importance of ministerial accountabili§ompare
the two, Mr. Speaker, and what do you get? The anssv
night and day. The two are diametrically opposennmetely
opposite. The Yukon Party way is not the democnatg; it's
aot the way the public expects. It's not what Yudimsndeserve
and it's no wonder why people are crying out forogo
governance. Hopefully, they'll get an opportunity ¢lect a
government they can trust soon.

So, | wish to wrap up my comments in presenting Hiil.
Yes, there is history, explaining the need to brthg bill
forward. I've addressed that.

| have also called on all members to think beyohe t
present day situation or the recent past, whicttiilsa matter
of debate, even though the evidence is clear —hitk tbeyond
the Yukon Party’s secret plan about what is goadrigkoners
long into the future, and vote accordingly, to tréais bill

about trust and abouaccordingly. We don’t want the minister to standama read

from Wikipedia for another three hours like he kase on at
least three or four occasions in the past. Mr. Bpeahat’s
called “filibustering”. It's also very disrespectfio members of
other parties who bring forward initiatives theynily believe
are in the public interest.

Mr. Speaker, that's as bad as invoking closure dpilla
It's almost as bad as using a majority to defedtilla even
though members know a bill is in the public intéres

What is the Yukon Party going to do? Are we going
hear the minister address the content of the fnilyide some-
thing substantive on the record about the bill? weegoing to
hear about Wikipedia and so on for the next thmady or will
the government bring in a motion to close debatehis bill,
which will end the discussion promptly, like it diesh theYukon
Energy Corporation Protection AZtWhat will the Yukon

—
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Party do? It will be very interesting, as the Memfm Cop-
perbelt just indicated.

only does the Housing Corporation offer a very wid€eety of
programs, it also has very experienced staff tovideoadvice

The borrowers are the home owners. They are thand help to Yukoners. Certainly on this side of Hmise, we

mortgagors. The banks are the mortgagees. If tierany
confusion out there, let me clarify the record wiitht.

It will be very interesting to see how the Yukorrtidnan-
dles this. I'll be quite surprised if the governmeite just puts
up their housing minister who speaks concisely dingictly to
the bill and then ends up supporting it in a vdte.be very
surprised, but it could happen. It would be thétridping to do,
okay. Then we can go from there.

There is another item of business this afternotwe. Third
Party wants to present a bill of its own, so | wbehcourage
all members to address the matters at hand, avoidogssary
filibustering, or invoking closure — well, | heahartling from
the Minister of Community Services and formerly Ene
Mines and Resources on that point. But | recalténivhen he
filibustered that other bill | just mentioned — tiiakon Energy

Corporation Protection Act —twice. If you add up the hours

he spoke, it was in excess of four hours, whictvemeed any
other member in this House from speaking or advanthe
bill.

He simply talked and talked and talked for overfoours,
repeating himself. That's what we're trying to alohere
today.

I've used my time succinctly. I've used three-qaestof
an hour in presenting this bill, pointing out wisatmportant
about the bill, explaining the background and houkdhers
need this protection, about how it's in the publiterest. | have
speculated how the Yukon Party might approach Itfils in
terms of how it will deal with it, starting very sfly. I've
explained the recent history of how the Yukon Paidg dealt
with bills we in the Official Opposition have brdugforward
in this House. So let’s just say the table is $he minister can
now have his say.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon:
giving me some good material to work with on thigo

I thank the member opposite for

have great faith in a very talented staff at thekdfuHousing
Corporation — very talented right from the top ke tbottom.
We respect their advice and decisions and we refipedoard.
Obviously that's something the Liberal Party does ao, and
that’s very disappointing. As the Leader of thei€él Opposi-
tion has said in the past, he really doesn’t waet Einance
department involved in these, so why would the Hay€or-
poration ask for advice and ask for informationnirohe Fi-
nance department, from the Management Board Seait®ta
They're called options, alternatives — deal withada@eal with
fact. Don’t do as the Liberals would do and justkema deci-
sion; they can try to correct it later, what thetkhene'll get a
private sector corporation to put in a CAT scansiGahat
didn’t work out too well for them, did it?

They didn’t really work diligently to improve and work
with the tourism industry. They spent all of lagtisg in this
House constantly criticizing the whole tourism istty and
what was being done within the tourism industry drav
terrible that would be. We had a 13-percent in@pdbat
didn’t really work out too well for them either.

The housing programs have evolved throughout tlaesye
to meet the specific needs of Yukoners and thesatifiousing
market, and that does change all the time, obwousl|

The programs take into account specific housinglsead
the diversity of those needs. For example, the howeership
program offers an opportunity to purchase an exjstiome or,
in the communities, to build a modest home, foerds who
could not otherwise enter into home ownership. Fany
people, Yukon Housing Corporation assistance isotiig way
they can access home ownership.

In addition to the technical and financial advicevided
by the Housing Corporation, the program offers imises to
help Yukoners enter into home ownership. | think Liberals
have to explain that, if they don't believe finacadvice and
information from the Housing Corporation, do thalibve the

As members are aware, the Yukon Housing Corporatiotechnical information? Do they question this?

does play a key role in housing and housing isfargseople in

the Yukon. It links families, communities and theuking

industry with programs and services that work tppsut the

housing needs of Yukoners. Yukon Housing Corponatias

been providing these programs and services for nyaays

now and they have successfully helped hundredshandreds

of Yukoners, people who could otherwise not haveressed
their housing needs through the private market,thag found

solutions through the programs offered by the Huysi
Corporation.

These programs contribute greatly to the well-betig
Yukoners. They improve the housing stock and stiteul
economic activity. The emphasis is on helping tteeketplace
work better, furthering the self-sufficiency of comnities,
industries, and individuals in directly assistingople in need
of housing options.

Mr. Speaker, often these are options that woul@reiise
not be accessible, or at least extremely diffitolaccess. Not

The program emphasis is to offer an affordableonptd
Yukon families in need of home ownership. The paogris
beneficial to the health and well-being of familiemd
Yukoners in general. Throughout the years, hundrefls
Yukoners have benefited from this program. Curgertthere
are nearly 200 clients with home ownership loand an
portfolio value of around $30 million. That fluctiea almost on
a day-to-day basis.

As mortgages are paid off or moved to banks by the

holders of the mortgage, the money is reinvestetiitashows
as revenue. | asked the Member for Kluane to chibek
revenue section of those pages, although he prphabh’t
read those pages either.

Last year, we put in over $7 million into the hofoans
and mortgage portfolio. The Member for Kluane claitimat we
didn’t. He completely missed that. He didn’t readAind this
year, in the budget documents — again, over $7iamilln-
serted into that portfolio. But he won't read tldther and he
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already said he’ll vote against it. So I'm not eaure why we
spend our time in here sometimes with such a prexthéned
result.

In addition to facilitating home ownership for tee¥uk-
oners, the interest income generated by the loays sh the
Yukon and helps support other programs. This iartea win-
win situation. Again, with money coming and goingnd
money being
department; they asked Management Board Secretartake
a look at this and to give them advice. What a hooeacept.
The Liberals have been very clear — they don’t vamtthing
like that; they don’t want Finance actually gettimgolved in
this and that's unfortunate.

The Member for Kluane keeps claiming that his ewate

reinvested, gosh, they asked the Hnanc

It's responsible and reports to this body through minis-
ter responsible. It's not a line department; qditéerent from
that. | do understand that the Member for Kluane tat been
in government in either incarnation of politicafil&tion; he
hasn’'t — he sat in the backbenches and watchdtliappen,
but he has not been part of a government. Therenarey in
Yukon who are very thankful for that.

In addition, all financial activities of the cormion are
subject to the=inancial Administration ActThis act ensures
the prudent and legal financial management of pufiinds.
The corporation’s finances must be audited evegr Yy the
Auditor General of Canada. We have just gone thmotgt
process. She saw no problems at all with the fanctif the
Yukon Housing Corporation; a few minor housekeeping

is a document that came from the Management Boarguggestions and we thank her for that, but shenbacbncerns

Secretariat. Now, the secretariat works a lot tghouhe
Executive Council Office, but it is a creature betFinance
department and that’s really where the employeek.wichere
are 13 employees in the Management Board Sectetaria
excellent, excellent people — they give good advige are
very happy to deal with them as often as we cad,tartake
that advice. | will be happy to send over to theniber for
Kluane a list of those employees so he knows whootdact
specifically and say we don'’t think you're doing@od job —
we don't believe you. Boy that's a block of votdstt the
Liberals can count on next fall. We don't think y@udoing a
good job. | don’t think that's an option that thgsvernment
would support; | don’t think it's an option that staeasonable
people would support, but | think most people wolttbw
where I'm going with that and | don't have to say i

about the fiscal and financial management of thpa@tion.

That was in 2009 when the corporation’s activitiesre
reviewed by the Auditor General. One of the purgoskthis
audit was to determine whether or not the corponatias
adequately managed its various lending programsplroud to
say that the audit concluded, again, that, yes,ctrporation
has adequately managed its lending programs.

The corporation has a good collection record and fe
defaults on its loans. In fact, the default ratehef corporation
is significantly lower than any commercial lendimmgtitution
because of the way the good staff work with cliefitsat's the
way it's done by the Housing Corporation and theyvia
should be done.

I'm still very disappointed to hear the Liberal Men for
Kluane being so critical of the people at the Yukdéousing

Now, the programs offer all Yukon homeowners theCorporation, one of the most amazing groups I'veked with

opportunity to borrow money at low interest ratesard I'll
get to some of that information — to address eneffigiency
upgrades, building components in need of repodr@owding
and accessibility issues. This program aims to awproverall
quality and safety and extend the useful life ofkdi's
existing housing stock.

and one of the most talented groups I've ever wibrkich. My
hat goes off to them all the time.

| see the Liberal leader saying he agrees, angreaate
his comments in that respect. | wish he would hévat
discussion with his Member for Kluane, who does@em to
agree — very disappointing, but | leave that faitltaucus to

While improving Yukon’s housing stock, the programswork out.

provide valuable economic stimulus to the localtraxetors and
suppliers, and there are currently over 500 cligntghese
programs.

The Member for Kluane also said he wants certaingo
back a number of years ago, around 2001, the meémifd of
the shortest lived majority government in the hgtof the

We all know — most of us know; obviously the Member Commonwealth of Nations, the Liberal governmentahihiin
for Kluane didn't get that far — that Yukon Housing 22 short months, called a snap election. They viaogetainty.

Corporation is a territorial Crown corporation theperates
quite differently from a line department. It wagaddished in
1972, pursuant to the provisions of tHeusing Corporation
Act This statute defines the Yukon Housing Corporatie “an
agent of the Government of Yukon”, and therefodioas by
the Yukon Housing Corporation are actions on bebélthe
Government of Yukon.

But the act also defines the corporation as thedoo
directors. The board has the general power to ainthe
corporation’s affairs. It is responsible and acdabte for the
actions of the corporation and the board is acahlef through
the minister, to the Yukon Legislature for actimighe staff of
the corporation.

The Member for Kluane wants certainty again. | have
feeling Yukon will give him that certainty. Be cémewhat you
wish for, Mr. Speaker.

Certainly, we have already identified that the Mgaraent
Board Secretariat will probably have very few sup@s of the
Liberals, who say that they don’t believe in wHagyt do and
don’t want them consulted — “Yeah, we should legnthall
go.” That's what the member opposite seems to pmgabe-
cause why would we ask advice of this group if treegoing
to be continually insulted? Why would Yukon Housi@grpo-
ration employees also look favourably upon the tabé&arty
because all they have said so far in the Houseugfr the
Member for Kluane, is that their body languageasd,ithey are
obviously — | would use the L-word, and | would happy to
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outside of this House, but | know | can’'t here. Thember was
clearly told during a briefing short hours ago ttiere was no
political direction. But the Member for Kluane kns\etter —
he reads body language.

| guess he also reads, as | mentioned earlier eliéve it
was in 2004 in this House, where he was readindptity lan-
guage of a spruce grouse. | think the spruce gracally has
tripped him up pretty badly this time.

Now, all of this is a direct result of the staf€emmitment
to the management of arrears and the willingnessottx with
clients to find solutions to housing needs. Theytlds on a
daily basis, and it's so disappointing to hear khember for
Kluane criticize the good people in there.

But this has been consistent, especially in theylear or
so. | find it rather frightening that, first of athe Liberals have
not — and we've been very critical on this — gives an
alternative. They have not told us what they woadd Well,
now that's starting to come out. They would integfavith
boards and committees. They would give directiomrd have
given direction in their short-lived tenure. They critical of
the amount of social housing. We've increased itpé€cent.
Under the Liberal regime, not a single, solitarytwmas built
— not one.

The financial activities of the corporation areulkgly au-
dited, as | mentioned, by the Office of the Audi@®eneral of
Canada, and the Department of Finance providesosufipthe
corporation. Wow, what a novel concept. Liberals'tdiseem
to agree with that. They would rather make decisibased on
fiction, based on thoughts, based on body languatgav, I'm
still scratching my head a little bit on that of&isting proc-
esses work well and we just don't see any reasomake
changes at this time.

Now, look at some of the realities. How this workghat
the Yukon Housing Corporation requires a minimunwio
payment of 2.5 percent. The industry norm is find,an fact,
that is under review of course by the federal govemt and
by the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. tBat
Housing Corporation right now only requires a minimdown
payment of 2.5 percent. To save potential homeaosvner
thousands of dollars, the Yukon Housing Corporatioas not
require a homeowner to purchase insurance, sughoaled
by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation, or CMHt&
interesting twist to that of course is we have ohéhe lowest
default rates, if not the lowest default rate, df major
mortgage lenders in Canada.

The staff does a marvellous job of that in workingh

So, in summary, the programs offered by the Housinglients and we're very proud of their work.

Corporation are very effective. They're designedréach as
many Yukoners as possible. The loans portfolio @&nd
managed very well and the arrears are very low. thes
member opposite was trying to read from his dicign—
mortgagee versus mortgagor — to put it in the nsdsiple
terms, the people who hold the mortgages are thkoryu
people. They're the ones who hold the mortgage, theyg're
the ones we're responsible to, in order to make shat the
loans are adequately put out, that they're adetyuséeured —
and | will get to that — and that people are adégjydreated.
Now, we all know that within this body we vote on
budgets. We vote for budgets; the opposition vatgainst
them. They've already told us that. The Member Kdwiane
didn't even get around to reading it. We know tvatbasically
determine the vote authority — in other words, howch a
department or a corporation can spend. What thpocation
did, of course, is it was pushing the limits of tthaote
authority. The solution? Well, there is a variefy different

The Yukon Housing Corporation also — and I'll expla
this a little bit more — is not accredited undee thational
Housing Actof Canada. As a result, we are not subject to the
limitations of the act. This is a positive in thht Housing
Corporation does not have to comply with the rezpints of
this act in terms of minimum down payment of fivergent or
more and the requirement for insurance. We selfrins

The Yukon Housing Corporation is therefore able to
provide assistance to homeowners who could notnotke
obtain financing through lenders accredited unberact. Due
to the fact that the Housing Corporation is notredited under
the National Housing Agtthere is, in effect, a barrier to Yukon
Housing Corporation entering into arrangements wat
organization such as CMHC or any other to obtairding for
the mortgages.

If the Member for Kluane had actually read morentbize
title of the document — which at the time he clairia the
House contained information we refused to provigteat peals

solutions. Wow — they asked people within Managemenof laughter on this side, because he had the damumehis

Board Secretariat and the Finance department te tiem

various options. When those options came backd#uision

was made by the Housing Corporation that the miafier was

to get more money on a vote authority. If | rememtmerectly,

| believe it was a warrant. This government put enoroney
into the portfolio at the time. That was the optiea took. Was
the Management Board Secretariat's analysis predetn

Cabinet? No, it wasn't. Was it presented to theualct
Management Board, a subcommittee of Cabinet? Neasn't.

Was it created at the direction of any politicajufie at any
level? No, it wasn’t. The corporation was doing\itsy good

work. The activities of the corporation are goverihg existing

acts, which ensure the mandates are met and #at ithfiscal

responsibility.

hand when he said that, Mr. Speaker. You have tadewn
about that one.

This is effectively a barrier to the Housing Cotgon en-
tering into arrangements, as | say, with any omgion such
as CMHC or any other. Separate and apart from &neeb to
the Yukon Housing Corporation to recover funds fras
mortgage portfolio, as | just mentioned, there @tieer practi-
cal issues why no such arrangements would be ehtete by
the Housing Corporation. Substantial discount ia ¥alue of
the mortgages — we have a default rate that isobilee low-
est in Canada. Why would any organization take jgsnon the
dollar, when the dollar is worth $1? That makesseaose. |
don't think that one we had to get from the Departimof Fi-
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nance, but that was part of the analysis if the emfor
Kluane had bothered to read it. Obviously, he hasn’

The second part of that are costs for Yukon HouSing
poration and the potential of continuing to adnt&tismort-
gages. Even if we sold mortgages off, the HousiagpGration
would still have to administer them and would stiltur the
expenses, except the income wouldn't be there.

to accomplish that. The insurance, who arranges this is all
available on-line.

The other aspect that comes out in a lot of thesgy$ is
the traditional lending institutions will allow aomeowner to
borrow on the equity through a line of credit. Tlsisomething
the Yukon Housing Corporation does not do. It's iotour
mandate; it's not something we do now and it'sswhething |

Thirdly, the additional cost to the Yukon Housing could see in the foreseeable future. Through nevstihg insti-

Corporation of placing insurance on the mortgagefq,
because we're not required — at this point, we tqtéce
mortgage insurance. I'll get to that in awhile. Nbeing
accredited under thidational Housing Acbf Canada, we don’t
have to put that insurance on it. As | say, we-salfire, so any
kind of a sell-off would require that we put insoca on it.
Why would anyone do this when, in fact, the incas¢here,
the default rate is one of the lowest in Canada#triply makes
no sense. But somehow things that make no sense teebe
attractive to the Member for Kluane. | leave théthwim and
his conscience, obviously.

Now, in addition to the barrier with respect to tiational

tutions — banks, mortgage companies, et cetera 4-cgn go
in and say — pick some numbers — the house is worth
$300,000; | have $100,000 in equity paid off. Trank will
say, “We'll loan you $80,000 on that” and you hgwst gotten
a line of credit of $80,000 you can buy a car wéthind the kids
off to school, send yourself off to school, take aatounting
course that might help some on the opposite side he

You can do a wide variety of things. Many of our
mortgage holders have seen that and many have toered
moved the mortgages themselves. It makes everyf lsiense.
Where does the money go that comes back in? It ggks
back into other mortgages, as well as the supplero&i$7

Housing Act there is no economic argument to be made tanillion last year in the budget, which the Member Kluane

receive monies on its mortgage portfolio. As | séyjust
simply doesn’t make sense. As a result of the viaayYukon
Housing Corporation mortgage program is set uprettare
other barriers to the Housing Corporation to obtainies for
its mortgage portfolio. There is, therefore, no essity or
rationale for the proposed amendment, and theréfiaally do
have to speak against it. As | say, it simply d&tesrake any
sense.

seems to have missed, and the $7 million in theybufbr this
year. Hopefully, I've made enough points here thatmember
will go back and read that, but he has already galdicly that
he’ll vote against it, so that's disappointing ptat it mildly.

He claims that direction was given; it wasn’t. §oirhate
to break that to him, but it simply wasn’t. But thiberals have
put on the record now their desire for certaintyhink we're
happy to give it to them. They've said that theywdointerfere

Now, what happens, or how are things done with?thiswith boards and committees. They would interferethwi

What is mortgage insurance, mortgage loan insuraarmk
everything else? Well, to obtain that mortgage loesurance,
lenders, the institutions — or in the case, the dituy
Corporation — would pay an insurance premium. Tgihc
your lender would pass these costs on to you aedeider
will give you the exact price when you apply fommrtgage.
The CMHC mortgage loan insurance premium is catedlas
a percentage of the loan and based on the sizheotidwn
payment. The higher the percentage of the totatéquice or

documents. The member opposite went back and nefedea
few documents. So let’s go back a little furthertioat, through
the 22 months that the Liberals were in power.

On May 5, 2000, the Yukon Housing Board of Direstor
strongly disagreed with Cabinet’s decision to appai certain
person and initially refused to appoint them.

The board is independent. It has that ability tothat. If
you go through the resolutions, the president’sitipos and
resolution are — basically, if | go down into thédatle of that

value, the higher the percentage you pay in insgran — whereas in October 1999, “the Hon. Eric Fairglou

premiums. Without mortgage insurance, the lendiggjitution
has to go much higher in terms of the mortgagesraiecover
themselves and all of the administrative fees thauld be
attendant to that. Therefore, really at the end, the vast
majority of borrowers, the cost of CMHC mortgageario
insurance is more than fully offset by the saviagsieved.

I can go through some of the percentages, but ptpba

they're available on-line. Mind you, the Member fidluane
didn’t read the budget documents; I'm not sure tiatwould
go on-line and actually read the facts on this. tiyfage
involves an agreement between a lender and borroWer

lender decides to lend the borrower money to pweha

property under the condition that the borrower pea® to

repay the loan and provides land as security fer¢épayment.
When it’'s repaid in full, the lender then releattest prop-

erty back to the borrower. You can use all sortsiethanisms

advised the board of directors of Ms. So-and-sesk | of
response and suggested that the board of direetomgit a new
president.” I'd say that’s giving direction.

Speaker’s statement

Speaker: Order please. Honourable member, please
don’t mention members by name. It has happenediple®f
times here in the House today. This is just a gdrmeminder
to all members. Don’'t use members’ hames. Thank you

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Good point, Mr. Speaker. |
realized that as soon as | said it.

Again, to go back, obviously the Member for Mayo-
Tatchun specifically advised the board of directorsecruit a
new president. | would say that's giving directidviove to
June 16, 2000. The minister, the Liberal ministethe day,
then outlined two areas of immediate need, whickvishes to
focus on.
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Direction to the board: Takhini Bluffs and housiexport;
the development of export policy and guidelinestipalarly
financial guidelines — the minister requested thvatkon
Housing Corporation ascertain what export policy Heeen
developed at the national level to determine whetfigkon
Housing Corporation is in line with other jurisdarts. Staff
will gather the necessary information using in-f@tesources.

The minutes go on: June 16, 2000. The Liberal rr@nigf
the day also discussed the following issues: hgldirplanning
session this summer; round table discussions wéhltH and
Social Services and Community and Transportationi&es to
develop comprehensive responses to issues — lett’sgit in
there and direct what the responses will be; thezlrfer urban
and rural housing; and meeting with First Natiomoaunities.
Again, directly getting involved with the corpomati. |1 think
that gives us a pretty good suggestion of what lbeail
government would do.

On July 21, 2000: the Liberal minister of the dagyided
the board and staff with a brief overview of hisulghts of the
day relating to long-term planning, centered omgesuch as

thinking beyond four years was necessary — it's cdg
thought — considering ideas such as self-financithg
corporation.

Self-financing — gosh, isn't that kind of what theember
for Kluane is concerned about? It's his own parityirg the
direction. Development of processes to measurerngton
investments, activities must be measurable anduatable to
the public, look after home and Yukoners and enghed
export activities translate into jobs. Export aitiés — kind of
like sending the trade mission over to China, ggtthere and
finding out that it was in the middle of Chinesditiays and all
the offices were closed and the basic conversatiewslved
around selling cigarettes to China. I'm sure thgatte and
tobacco industry in the Yukon was very pleasedear lthat.

Move ahead to August 24, 2000 — the Yukon Housin

Corporation’s board, together with the minister ke tLiberal
minister of the day — senior officials from the poration,
community business leaders, mayor, Grand ChiefGmahcil
for Yukon First Nations and others had receivedratation
from CMHC'’s board of directors to join them for eception
and luncheon as part of CMHC’s across-the-northr timu
familiarize themselves on issues, concerns andativiés
relating to housing.

The minister also joined the board for the presemiaSo
we’'re very pleased he at least sat there and totdsn

On August 24, the same day, in the Whitehorse Hhgusi
boardroom — again | quote: “At the recent planngggsion,
the Liberal minister for the Yukon Housing Corpdoat
indicated to the board of directors the need ferdbrporation
to review the Mountainview Place project and depetew
options.” Gosh, the Liberals directed them to deirthob. |
kind of think they were probably doing that in tfiest place.
And how would they develop those options? They wWaid it
through Management Board Secretariat. That's whay o
for a living. That's the good work they do.

The minister indicated that weak consumer inteireshe
development was a sign that, although consumeedfhealth

and safety issues in their existing locations, Mainview
Place was not currently deemed an alternative. They't do
the evaluation yet, but the Liberal minister of tfegy told them
it was not deemed an alternative. That's not gidirgction? |
would say that'’s giving very distinct direction.

Also in a letter dated August 7 to the ministeg thberal
minister of the day, and | quote: “At the recerarpling session
you asked the board of directors to review the Maimview
Place project with the intent of developing newiam. In
response to this direction, the board proposesagegly that
includes both an interim and long-term responset] & goes
on a bit with a couple of options. Again a quotéhé board of
directors seeks your concurrence that its stratdgy
acceptable.”

Boy, they didn’'t want to do anything that would agrthe
Liberal minister of the day who told them what to. drhe
Liberal Party is making it very clear how they wabdlinction
in government and making it very clear — why woalty one
get involved with a board or a committee to workhathat?
Because obviously, there would be no independerxability
to do their jobs. It just is very frightening to me

Now moving ahead to November 16, 2001, on page 2 of
the minutes, and | quote: “At this point in the tieg the
Liberal minister responsible for the Housing Cosgiimm
pointed out that his attendance at the board ngpetas merely
as an observer.” Well, a little bit of an epiphdhgre.

I guess suddenly, perhaps, the Liberal Party at gbant
decided that maybe they shouldn’t be in all of ¢hesnutes.
They shouldn’t be doing that.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker: Member for Copperbelt, on a point of order.
Mr. Mitchell: | rise on a point of order under
tanding Order 19(b): “A member shall be callecbtder by
he Speaker if that member ... speaks to a matter ¢ilan the
question under discussion.”

I would suggest that while we always give latitute
members, the minister has been going on for quiteestime
talking about matters of some 10 years ago or lorayel
minutes that do not pertain at all to the curreattar at hand,
which is a bill under discussion with a very spiecffurpose to
amend the YukorHousing Corporation ActHe's not talking
about current matters but simply talking aboutstdryy lesson.

Speaker:  Member for Porter Creek North, on the point
of order.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: On the point of order, the Member
for Kluane opened the door by quoting extensivelgmnf
minutes of the board of directors of the Yukon Hogs
Corporation. It's only reasonable that this sideenthe ability
to answer his comments.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Speaker: No, you're done. Anybody else want in on
this?

Speaker’s ruling
Speaker:  From the Chair's perspective, it is simply a
dispute between members. As the honourable member w
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raised the point of order pointed out, we have gizgyreat deal
of latitude in the discussion and debate on théie Bo hon-
ourable members, | would just ask them to carryr@spect-
fully.

You have the floor, Minister of Economic Developrhen

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are
certainly coming to the end of the minutes of tkeeyvshort-
lived Liberal government giving direction to the dfing
Corporation Board of Directors.

If we move to, again — and I'll find the thing here

on. In that 22 months — mercifully, only 22 months of
power, the Liberal government fired 11 deputy ntas. In 22
months, they fired 11 deputy ministers. | guess'shanother
block of voters whose doors they're not going teento bother
knocking on. | think they established very quicklgw they
would act in that case.

It has not been the record of this government;ds wot
the record of an NDP government, but it's the rdcof the
Liberal government. They did away with the Deparimef
Economic Development. Interestingly enough, Mr. dkee,

February 4, 2000 — under a resolution that was madi's the very Minister of Economic Development dfet day

regarding Takhini North under general, the minutete, and |
guote again: “Two years ago, the Yukon governmengand |

point out — the Yukon Liberal government — *“...instted
Yukon Housing Corporation to become involved ird&gand
export.”

Giving direction — and the Member for Kluane doésn’
like this? I'm astounded; I'm shocked, Mr. Speak&iso, in
February 4, 2000 — and | go back to another parthef
motions, and | quote: “Whereas Yukon Housing Caafion
has received direction from Cabinet to involve tioeporation
in trade and export opportunities.”

Not so much in housing opportunities. Certainly e
social end, they didn’t build any. We've increagbd social
portfolio, the rent-geared-to-income portfolio b fercent.
The Liberal government — who | readily admit in @®nths
was the shortest lived majority government in ttstany of the
Commonwealth of Nations. Maybe they didn’'t haveharce
to do anything, but I've got to point out that theigin't even
start it. In 22 months, they hadn’t gotten arouadstarting it
yet, but to stand in this House and be critical alam that
direction was given to the Housing Corporation, chhclearly
is not appropriate and not the position of thisegoment, and
then to do that with all of these examples thate I'ygone
through of the Liberals doing exactly that. Theywéalways
given direction to the Housing Corporation and th&using
Corporation Board of Directors.

Now, | leave to other bodies and other times to enthle
determination if that’s appropriate, is what | wibuuggest
without getting back into the stories of glass les%t cetera,
et cetera.

Why would you claim something is so terrible whém,
fact, you did exactly the same thing that you'raiming we
did? And we didn’'t do it. We didn’t give directiofut the
Member for Kluane saw the body language. Well,téll you,
some of the body language | see in here comingsadte floor
is rather frightening. But we don't try to interpréhat. We
listen to what the members have to say. The Menfber
Kluane didn't listen to what the Housing Corporatisenior
officials said. He read the body language. So agaiuess
that’s another lump of potential voters this fahawvill look at
it and say, “Wait a minute — if the Liberals conmoi power,
this is what we're going to have to put up with.isTis what
we’re going to have to do.”

who now is very much involved with Economic Devetognt

in the territory, and we thank him for that. But\was the one

who cancelled the department and that, to mebisscary.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: Member for Mount Lorne, on a point of
order.
Mr. Cardiff: It is very much along the lines of the

previous point of order, but | think the ministeashfinally
strayed off the topic of theAct to Amend the Housing
Corporation Act He's talking about the Department of
Economic Development; he’'s talking about previous
governments and their record of firing deputy miis, which
has absolutely nothing to do with what we are tajkabout
today.

Speaker:
Development.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Mr. Speaker, the Member for
Kluane went to great lengths about trust; he wenigrteat
lengths about trusting what people say and bodguage, et
cetera. Again, he has opened the door; | think dfdy
reasonable that we be allowed to address that.

On the point of order, Minister of Economic

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: From the Chair's perspective, again,
although some members may be aggrieved by it, ¢batds on
this motion and other motions in the Legislatives@&mbly
have a wide-ranging nature. If the House Leadeststfat they
want the Chair to be more specific, then | wouldicame
instruction from the House Leaders or from the lezadf the
Official Opposition, government and Third Partyilifg that,
however, there is no point of order from the Clsir
perspective. It's simply a dispute between members.

Minister of Economic Development, you have the floo

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Housing Corporation, but you
were close, Mr. Speaker. Well, thank you, if welgck and
look at the options that the good people of the &fmment
Board Secretariat and the Finance department tggested at
the time — if we looked at various loans, home owship, the
green home program, the owner-build — in that ¢theg were
looking at, and | stress this, $28,831,000. Thesrewother
loans involved in that — home repair and joint weat another

Look back at the record of what the Liberals accoms13.085 million — and so really a total in almobe t$42

plished. I think there are a number of voting blthat | don’t
think the Liberals would really be wasting an awifitl of time

million range.
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I’'m told now that the mortgage portfolio was downthe
mid-$30 million. Money is coming back in as peop&y mort-
gages off and look at other alternatives, and shatétty rea-
sonable.

Option 3, the securitization, would require the kiog
Corporation to become &lational Housing Actapproved
lender, which is a very significant shift from th®using Cor-
poration’s existing target group and would reqtirem to pay

What was it that the Department of Finance actuallyan administrative fee of about five percent of fatfolio

looked at? They looked at three options, basicdlhe Mem-
ber for Kluane has mentioned these, so let mettalthem a
bit. Option one was fairly simple, immediate andv{cost.
Clients have asked for it and that was to encoucdigats to
transfer the mortgages to banks. It's something Hioeising
Corporation has done, again for many reasons. #iespoints
during that time period, the banks were offeringvdo
mortgage rates. They also had the ability and veatévely
putting out loans on lines of credit — things theuding
Corporation does not and cannot do.

This would be one option and the result of the dfars
would factor into the next steps for reducing tloetiolio. The
Housing Corporation, as | say, has been doingathésit makes
every bit of sense.

The corporation has looked at what would happehei
removed prepayment penalties.

Honestly, | don't know where that stands at thi;npdout
my understanding is that they have communicatesdiamber
of people that they would remove that prepaymemnialie. In
other words, if you want to pay it off before it taees, it is
going to cost you three months. We’re happy to labkhat as
an alternative. In terms of the legal fees, we giduat the time
that it might be a good way to even supplementdtess. The
Housing Corporation tells us no, that there acjuadd been
some indication from the banks, et cetera, thay tweuld
waive the legal fees or absorb them themselvess Woiuld
generate the cash equivalent of the loan amounit would
result in the loss of interest income. The inteeggiears on the
revenue side of the ledger. Again, | suggest that ltiberal
Member for Kluane actually read the revenue sideyibé
that’s more fun than the expenditure side, whiclh&s already
made clear that he hasn't read. You know, that evesoption
that the Finance department looked at, and noa#t $ome
benefits, but it has many that would not be good.

Now, in terms of option 2, the private sale, thaiud
require negotiations with the banks and result insz of the
portfolio.

The Finance department estimated at that poinbitievbe
about five percent and that would be due to thegeaof
mortgages held, which are all over the map. Manythain
require CMHC mortgage insurance and some are higbler
and some of the clients are ineligible for banlaficing, which
is the whole point of the program.

It is not a reasonable option. It was to be comimigon the
laws of theNational Housing Actthe Bank Actof Canada and
the Housing Corporation would still have to adnti@isthe
portfolio — still — so they would still have all ¢hexpenses
but they would lose the income and the value ofgbefolio
— clearly not a reasonable choice, which is why Bgment
Board was never brought into this matrix and Cabmaver
saw the documents.

value, which would take considerable time to conglé\nd
the Housing Corporation would still have to adnti@isthe
portfolio.

So again, they would lose the value. With one o th
lowest, if not the lowest, default rates in Canaahy would
you sell something for less than a dollar on thkadevhen the
dollar is there and secured?

So it was good to document them. | commend the iHgus
Corporation for taking this to Management Boardr8eciat. It
made sense for them to do it and, as | say, itthaslecision of
the Housing Corporation Board of Directors thas tthocument
and its recommendations not be forwarded in any, whgpe
or form to Management Board or to Cabinet. In faatther in
the document, which shows it here blocked out —'vetread
it in the House before and I'm happy to do it ag&m page 6
of 18, one of the points was that the Housing Cratan
would have to seek concurrence from YTG, since thegn’t
talked to YTG yet. Well, no, they never did. Thadkes sense.
They were doing their job, a job that obviously Member for
Kluane has no comprehension of, no understandingrothe
basis of just simply — | hope that it is simply not
understanding what'’s in the budget documents arat’s/in all
the rest of the documents. | really do hope thatsimply not
having bothered to read it because that would bey ve
disappointing.

Mr. Speaker, | could go on at length. The Member fo
Kluane, basically, asks for certainty — we certaitilink that
he is going to get that certainty in the coming then— again.
He asked, “What will the Yukon Party do?” Well, Hirik |
could spend the next hour or two or five readirggrfrall of the
things we’ve accomplished. We've increased theaddwusing
portfolio by 40 percent; we've built lots of newit;n— Faro,
Teslin, and the seniors — Watson Lake — 12 up tredtdetes
village — utilizing what could have been a bad aiton during
the Canada Games — into a legacy of housing ue thée've
worked with YACA, Yukon asset construction agreetnen
through Kwanlin Dun First Nation, to work on thens®s
waterfront housing project, which will hopefully bene fairly
quickly. We can look at the whole development arahmtion
of SuperGreen energy standards — a creature ofYthen
Housing Corporation. It was our staff who inventtut,
developed it and has promoted it.

We have two staff housing units in Watson Lake tbtail

SuperGreen energy standards. We have another YACA

agreement to do a six-unit family townhouse unithie Ingram
subdivision. | believe people are already in thdadbitat for
Humanity — a marvellous group we've worked with
extensively.

Those are the sorts of things we would do. Whattded
Liberals do in their short term? Nothing. They didouild;
they didn’'t even plan a single unit of social hogsi
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With those comments, Mr. Speaker, | won't go intty a
further detail on what has been accomplished hedeadl the
good things we’ve done and we will be doing. Itistjactually
kind of scary when you look back through some ef tihings
and some of the things that have been said irHbise — it's
just mind-boggling. | can’t even go into half ofathand be
within the rules of this House.

vides that protection is through section 2, whielgssthat de-
spite any other terms and conditions the corpamatiay pre-
scribe, the corporation shall not assign, transfersell any
loans made under subsection 1 without the expreasitidn

consent of the borrower, and | don’t think that® tmuch to
ask. The minister went on and on and on about haeesn’t
make sense to do it. He gave a whole history atyout know,

With that, obviously the government does not supporwhat actually transpired or didn’t transpire andtth his ver-

something that makes no sense at all, is not neededsimply
complicates things. Given the size of the budged &me
coming election, | do hope the members oppositet waiget
back to debating the budget. So far, we've heaedipus little
in this House of any indication of what either ogition party
would do. | think maybe at some point in time theygoing to
have to come out and say it, and | would suggéstHbuse is
a good place to say it. With that, I'll turn it baover to them
and keep my fingers crossed.

Mr. Cardiff:
we'll start with the last comment of the ministesponsible for
Yukon Housing Corporation. I'd just like to pointitowho they
don’t have a corner on all the good ideas; thegwethe only
ones that can come up with good ideas. As for dalpahe
budget — when we're debating the budget — | knowreve
talking about this bill but the minister openedsthip. When it
comes to debating the budget, we're here to deliage
government’s spending record and not what we walalcbn
this side of the House or what the Liberals woutd When
we're debating the budget,
government’s priorities and scrutinize their expamés.
Thank you very much.

Now, to get to Bill No. 114 — first of all, I'd li& to thank
the Member for Kluane for bringing the bill forwarthe way
that | interpret the bill, that we interpret thdl biere in the New
Democratic caucus and the way that it has beeraiqa to us,
it does two things: it ensures, or it is supposeerisure that,
when the Yukon Housing Corporation is lending funasier
the mortgage program, they actually meet the caitefrwhat it
is they're supposed to do.

The way it was originally set up, the intent wagptovide

sion of those events, but it doesn't mean to saytthis protec-
tion is not needed. Just because he doesn't thinkay be a
good idea, it doesn’t mean that somebody else erctnpora-
tion down the road may decide that this is a goled.i

We’'re in a cash crunch. This is something that evging
to do and we'’re going to take it to Management Hoand
we’re going to convince Management Board and Caland
the minister that this is a good idea and hergra@aeasons for
doing it. But it shouldn't be done without the cens of the

Where to start, Mr. Speaker? Maybe borrower and | will get into a parallel about wimat is.

Should Yukon Housing Corporation have the rightéd
off their mortgages? You know, maybe there couldabgood
case for that. But should they be able to do ithaut the
permission of their clients? | don'’t think that'gaod idea. The
bill, I believe, still allows for it to happen, bittwould be the
borrowers’ decision, not the Housing Corporatiodécision,
so it protects the consumer from being passedoadtifié banks
and forced to pay higher mortgage rates.

So here’s the parallel from our past which is vergry

we're here to debate thinstructive, Mr. Speaker. The minister delved batiout 10

years.
We're all glad to hear that he’s a student of prasi
governments and that he may not read the minutetheof
current Yukon Housing Corporation Board of Govesydyut
he’s studied — spent many hours studying what lsapéned
in the past and he’s up-to-date on that and heaftghbcould
get a degree in it. Let's cast our thoughts backnea little
further than the minister, and we’ll go back to i890s. There
was Jean Chrétien's government — it was under that
government that tuition fees in this country reaibpk off.
Back in the 1990s, tuition fees started to rise studient debt

mortgages to clients who had been turned down HMwerot — | remember, as a member of the Yukon College @adr

lending institutions, namely the banks. That haahitays been
the case. If you look at the new 33(1), “If in thyginion of the
corporation sufficient money is not being made ke by

lending institutions ...”, it's my understanding thain

Governors, being lobbied not just here, but whenelling to
ACCC conferences — that's the Association of Comityun
Colleges of Canada — being lobbied by studentsiwootisly,
not just from Yukon, but students from across Canatiat

Committee of the Whole, there would be an amendmergomething had to be done about the student dedi drack in

coming forward to change the word “of” to “or” sowould be
“sufficient money is not being made available byndeg
institutions or Canada corporation for housing pggs, the
corporation may make...” the loans. If the governmiess a
better idea about how to tighten that up a lititetd ensure the
original intent is actually being met and it’s eriskd in the
legislation, then I'm sure that we'd be willing dhis side of
the House to listen to their ideas about such msatte

The other second piece of the bill, the way thander-
stand it, is to provide some protection for thodgovalready
have mortgages with Yukon Housing Corporation ertaink-
ing about entering into a mortgage. And the way tharo-

the 1990s. So what happened?

We had students who were graduating, working at
minimum-wage jobs — some of them still going to cahbut
some of them just graduating — and trying to pagkba
sometimes hundreds of dollars per month in loarmesys. |
remember talking to students who were $20,000, GR&0 or
$40,000 in debt, depending on the length of theircation —
whether they had been in a two-year program orua-year
program or they were pursuing more in-depth edanati

What it did was create a huge burden on new graduat
trying to get a new start in their adult life argising their
families. So what happened to that student deb& prbblem
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was exacerbated by the decision to sell those studans to
banks — banks that make billions and billions oflats in
profit, if you pay attention to what the profitear

student loans. But the terms under which they heetb the
money should not be changed arbitrarily.
I understand what the minister is saying abouttbhitty to

Under Jean Chrétien and the Liberal government bactake a Yukon Housing mortgage to the bank. If &ntliso

then, the student loans were sold to the banksand stricter
measures were drafted to force former studentsaio tpeir
loans on time. The banks had those new rules, mmd 1995
to 2000, Canadian banks had contracts with thergovent to
operate the loan program.

wishes to negotiate better terms through anothedig
institution, they should be allowed to do thatgtee with that.
There are lots of examples of being able to do, thatl don’t
have a problem with that.

What | do have a problem with is when a governnoera

The major lenders were CIBC, the Royal Bank and thgovernment arm’s-length corporation would put peopl a

Bank of Nova Scotia. With the involvement of thenks, the
federal government then
measures to curb the default rate. Credit cheakstémlents 22
years of age and older who apply for loans andethwigh
student loans were not able to declare bankrumtcyt® years
after leaving school. The national director of tGanadian
Federation of Students at the time was basicabynbig the
banks for the tighter measures on bankruptcy aaditcchecks.
But it created an incredible burden on the peophe are the
future leaders of our society. It was the sell-affthat debt to
banks that placed a huge burden on the people vadubdwoe
the next leaders of our society at that time.

So the loan system for students was like a soc@rpm
— it was like health care — and it should be trddtee same,
and it shouldn't be contracted out. So too, wedwelj is the
Yukon Housing Corporation mortgage program. Itike la
social program. It's about helping and assistings¢hpeople
who don't qualify for traditional bank mortgages who have
gone to other lending institutions, had their aggiions denied.
They can then go to Yukon Housing Corporation, agton
Housing Corporation can review their file and sewethier or
not — through their mortgage program — they carsafisem
in becoming homeowners. | think that is somethihgt's
valuable.

| think it's valuable to our society and it's onktbe goals
— it's part of the mandate of the corporation tgistspeople
with their housing needs and to assist them toezehhome
ownership, something that is becoming more and rdiffieult
as time goes by. The minister pointed out thatethiera large
mortgage portfolio out there. | believe he mentiitiee figure
$30 million in mortgages out there. There is a Wefault rate,
so the way that the program is being managed sd¢enhe
working effectively. There probably isn't a needgell it off.
There is a return on the money that has been ieddst Yukon
taxpayers through the corporation for assistingéheho have
had difficulty borrowing money using traditional ares,
through lending institutions in Canada and the Yukio assist
them 1| think makes sense. But there was the abidibd it
appears that there is the ability in the current &ar the
corporation to sell off those mortgages without toasent of
the borrowers — the people who we’re trying to stssi

We could create an undue hardship on them, justlikse
students who had their student loans sold off ke féderal
government to banking institutions. They ended angdd into
higher interest rates. They were harassed by timssiéutions
and taken to collection agencies. Should they hayey back
their student loans? Yes, they should have to ok liheir

position like that, or the possibility that theyubt put a Yukon

implemented a couple of newitizen in that position. | think there needs to beme

protection for that.

| believe the bill does that. As | said earlierddes two
things. It clarifies the fact that Yukon Housing r@oration
mortgage clients first need to be refused at amolgmeding
institution before they're eligible for the Yukon oHsing
Corporation mortgage program and, number two, dvidles
that assurance that their mortgage won't be soltramted to
another financial institution, where it could plaaeburden or
an undue hardship on those clients.

The way the bill reads, the way it has been explhilo me
— if there are members on the other side who cataaxthat
it does something different, I'd be willing to kst, but the way
I understand the bill makes sense to me. | woulglbased to
support it. Thank you very much.

Mr. Mitchell: It's disappointing, Mr. Speaker, that
there aren’t more members on the other side whad teamake
their case either for why they don’t think thisl il necessary
or, because we know they're all independent thisksupport
the Member for Kluane in what he’s trying to acldetoday
with a very simple amendment to a bill whose gaalthie
protection of Yukoners.

First of all, I want to thank the Member for Kluafer
doing the research and coming up with Bill No. 1d#jch is,
as I've said, very simple. It accomplishes someghinthout a
great deal of words to do it and that is to proMadtoners from
any government, regardless of the era, that miglobse to
privatize and sell off their mortgages without thgérmission.

You know, Mr. Speaker, the Housing minister spoke a
great length without really addressing, in my mitg, issues at
hand.

First of all, this minister constantly tells us hew other
than being a student of ancient Housing Corp histoecause
apparently he loves reading minutes that are riifie, 11, 12
years old. Perhaps he would like to know what hogisvas
looked at during the Roman era, for all we knowt Bel hasn't
read any minutes during his eight years plus asniiméster
responsible; that's what he has assured us.

| find that interesting, because on page 19-2 eflihdget
books — in the main estimates of this year undeh libe
0O&M and the capital estimates — it says, “Vote 18Y4kon
Housing Corporation,” Right at the top, Mr. Speakeisays,
“Minister” — the Member for Porter Creek North. Age
know, it is the minister's name there, but it ie tlember for
Porter Creek North.
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Then it goes on to talk about the chair and theigeat of
the corporation. Then on this one page, it saysyp@rate Ob-
jectives,” and I'm not going to read them all, M3peaker,
because | don't need that to make the point that taking
today.

That's the overall, number one priority of the depent
for which the minister is the minister responsildihough he
is taking a “Hear no evil, see no evil” approacte Hoesn't
hear anything from officials and he doesn't reagltlaing that
officials are working on — certainly doesn’t comnizate with
officials.

Then under the next bullet that says “to help thasing
marketplace work better by furthering the self-midhcy of
communities, industries and people by,” there isedes of
additional sub-points or sub-bullets, and aboufwel down
the page it says “supporting Yukoners to become ewwm-
ers.” That's what the housing program is about *s-stipport-
ing Yukoners to become homeowners. And, as thesteinis
pleased to tell us, there is a loan portfolio — tgage financ-
ing loans — 2011-12 estimate of $6 million; homenptetion
loans — $50,000; owner-build loans — $1.1 milli&u that is
a major purpose of the corporation for which thenister is
reportedly responsible, and it's beyond my undeditey how
one can be responsible for something if one is roeted
never to read any of the board — who are ably @eng this
and steering the corporation forward — minutes waiithout
ever speaking to the board members or the officlds diffi-
cult to know how this minister is responsible foetcorpora-
tion.

What we have heard in this House is the ministealys
doesn’t want to be held responsible for things weéebe he
has done and that documents indicate he has dgrtzéen
involved in.

This is a very simple bill, and the operative seote the
core of it, is 33(2): “Despite any other terms aodditions the
corporation may prescribe, the corporation shall assign,
transfer or sell any loans made under subsectipwifhout the
express written consent of the borrower.” Isn’tttmavel?
Once again, it would just be asking Yukoners. lulddoe say-
ing to a Yukoner, “We're considering selling the mgage you
took out in good faith with a Crown corporationaahird party
— to a chartered bank. How do you feel about thifP that
be problematic for you? Are you okay with that?”

It doesn’t prevent the corporation from doing gaimply
requires the corporation to get the informed cons®nthe
mortgagor — the homeowner.

Now, the minister says, “It was never contemplattd
would never do it. In fact, we couldn’t do it. Théational
Housing Corporation wouldn’t allow for it. Bank paks
wouldn’t be able to provide for it. It wouldn’t @ossible. The
loans aren't insured.” There was a whole serieseafsons.
Well, surely the minister is not suggesting that tlapable offi-
cials at the Housing Corporation and the hard-waykboard
members spent months — because that's what thesteiriias
told us in this House — that they spent these nwfdbking
into this, but he knew nothing about it.

He is therefore suggesting that something, whickays is
absolutely clear to one and all couldn’t happerytispent
months investigating. If it were impossible fortd happen,
they would have known that on day one. They wotltiave
spent months pursuing it — having meetings and exsations
and e-mail correspondence with Canada MortgageéHanding
Corporation officials; having meetings with Depaetmh of
Finance officials, together with Housing Corporatiafficials;
having meetings with representatives of a chartbeek. They
would have just said, “Can’t do it — no point in Tthe minis-
ter might be interested in doing it, but we’ll haweetell him we
can'tdoit.”

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Mr. Mitchell: And meetings with the minister, as the
Member for Kluane says, which we believe and knaawveh
happened. Now, in fact that’s why we're introducthgs Act to
Amend the Housing Corporation Abecause that special fi-
nance and program review committee that was stbetkeen
the corporation and the Department of Finance Reensively
researched how to sell off Yukoners’ mortgages whdt the
benefits and the drawbacks of doing so would be. ddmmit-
tee, in fact, pointed out two possible public rielas challenges
presented by selling the mortgage portfolio, bdthwbich re-
lated to the fallout from the Yukon Party’s mismgement of
Yukoners’ public assets and public funds. The fistwback,
which was cited in documents that we received udddPP,
said that, quote: “privatization of government &ssmirrently
has a high public profile.” That refers to the Piers secret
negotiations to sell out Yukon’s public energyititito private
interests from Alberta and the subsequent resignadif his
own Energy, Mines and Resources minister and tdllf the
board of Yukon Energy Corporation.

The second drawback that the committee highlighted
the lingering bad taste left by the government's lravest-
ments in asset-backed commercial paper, anothgatisih in
which this government long denied any wrongdoing —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: On a point of order, Member for Porter
Creek Centre.
Hon. Mr. Lang: The member opposite is very fa-

mous for standing up, saying the members on thie ef the
House are off subject, and | think the member oippds doing
exactly that. Let’s talk to the bill that's on tlleor and let's
move forward. It has nothing to do with asset-bdckesest-
ments on any level.

Speaker:  On the point of order, Member for Copper-
belt.

Mr. Mitchell: I'll be brief. The very board minutes
that were ATIPP’d and the internal documents maiference
to the fact that the government was concerned Isecalithese
other issues.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  On the point of order, as the Chair has ruled
several times earlier today, there is no pointrofeo It's sim-
ply a dispute between members, as we have allowkillg
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wide-ranging conversation to go on discussing tiis The
Hon. Leader of the Official Opposition has the floo

Mr. Mitchell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm going to
try to put it in everyday layman’s terms why thidl Is so im-
portant, why it's necessary. I'll tell a little s§o The Minister
of Highways and Public Works has asked for me fagbit
down to his level, and | will attempt to do soha request.

With apologies to the Member for Mount Lorne, wh@$
to use parables and examples, | will provide orayo Let's
think of the typical Yukon couple. I'll call thenod and Jose-
phine Yukoner. That makes it simple for the Highsayinis-
ter. Joe and Josephine want to own their own hasdp many
Yukoners. That's something that unfortunately isréasingly
difficult to do these days, since this Yukon Paytovernment
has been so slow in planning for new lot develogna@noss
Yukon. There are very few building lots available very few
in the City of Whitehorse for sure. Joe and Joseplare in-
deed fortunate. They were lucky and their nameswbpsen
awhile ago in the lottery for the most recent phak&akhini
North developed by the City of Whitehorse, and thegually
were successful in obtaining a lot.

Now, Joe and Josephine have full-time jobs. Joeksvor
the private sector; he’s a tradesman. He is juatisg out.
He's an apprentice carpenter working toward earmisgour-
neyman papers. Josephine works for the Yukon govent as
an administrative assistant. While Joe and Josepiunsidered
trying to get a mortgage from a chartered bankjend sug-
gested that they try the Yukon Housing Corporati@tause
the corporation’s lending criteria are more flegitdnd will
allow for a smaller down payment.

That will make having a new home built more affdriga
for Joe and Josephine Yukoner. In fact, the Hou§logpora-
tion doesn't require Joe and Josephine to evemdipg to a
chartered bank because the corporation has takendir its
own policy to determine whether or not they woul/é been
able to qualify at a chartered bank or not.

Joe and Josephine do qualify for a mortgage withassis-
tance of the officers at the Housing Corporatiohey build
their new home and they move in. They take out atgage
with the Yukon Housing Corporation with an initie-year
term and a 25-year amortization. A couple of ydater, the
Housing minister of the day asks for, and receieeblanage-
ment Board submission for the privatization or s#l¢he resi-
dential mortgage portfolio to a chartered bank. Toerent
Housing minister says that could never happen,itietpe fact
that he was on that path and pretty far down it 4t $ome
future Housing minister does. | know that the Memba
Pelly-Nisutlin is interested in this, so I'm glathiess paying
attention.

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order
Speaker:
der.
Hon. Ms. Horne:
| am interested in what he is talking about — inpgitfalse
motives; | am not.

Member for Pelly-Nisutlin, on a point of or-

Speaker:  On the point of order.

Mr. Mitchell: | did hear the member speaking. If |
misunderstood her interest as being something #ise, I've
erred, but | thought what she was expressing wasdst.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: It is an interesting point of order in that I've
noticed over the last week or so, members on ddehasnd all
members of this House are ascribing motives toratr@mbers,
whether it be how they focus or concentrate omginestions or
answers, whether it be how they conduct themseivethe
House. This is a very slippery slope, honourablenbers, be-
cause each side is going to get hit by it. If youndt want peo-
ple interpreting and ascribing motives to you, daio it to
somebody else.

Honourable members, there is no point of order| ant
to offer that caution, because people are goingetaggrieved
here and you're going to come to the Speaker amdadd a
resolution, and it’s going to be that the resolutis within
yourselves and within your own conduct.

You still have the floor, Leader of the Official @gsition.

Mr. Mitchell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So a couple
of years later, as | was saying, the housing nenisf the day
moves forward, in fact, with the submission frone tHousing
Corporation and does actually sell the residentiartgage
portfolio to a chartered bank.

Joe and Josephine Yukoner’'s mortgage is sold ahitig
others to this chartered bank. Now, two years |dbecause
there is a shortage of building lots availableouufnately, Joe
is laid off. The carpenter under whom he’s appoemg just
can’'t keep him working any longer. He’s laid offsla strug-
gle, but Joe and Josephine continue to make theitgage
payments to the chartered bank that now holds thegage.
Joe does some part-time handyman work while heswait
things to pick up. One day, three months or soreetfee end of
the five-year term of the mortgage, Joe receiveallafrom the
loan officer at the bank who’s responsible for thekoners’
mortgage. They make an appointment to meet to skstie
mortgage renewal. The banker asks Joe and Josephiming
in their latest financial information, T4s, taxuats, et cetera.
The banker is quite surprised to learn that Jowiknger fully
employed and only earned $10,000 the previous yEhe
banker discovers that between the mortgage andcé toan,
Joe and Josephine are paying over 40 percent of tthtel
household income to service these loans every mdittat is
well above the CMHC guidelines and the charteretkbagpol-
icy for debt servicing.

So, the banker tells the Yukoners, because heisgtrip
assist them, that he won't be able to renew the kathese
levels, but he suggests that they sell Joe’s ttadkelp reduce
their total debt. Joe explains he can’t work withauruck. He
needs to carry tools and he needs to carry luntberon’t be
able to earn even the $10,000 he earned last yeaephine
points out that the Yukoners have never been léte avmort-

The member opposite is saying that gage payment. They honour their commitments. Tlagytpeir

bills, but the banker unfortunately tells them tisatt relevant.
His hands are tied. He can’t do anything becauddsobank’s
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policy, because of CMHC policy. He suggests thayttny the
Yukon Housing Corporation, but unfortunately whée tYuk-
oners call their old friends at the Housing Corpiora they
discover that they are no longer in the residentialtgage
business at the Housing Corporation because thisteriof the
day ended that portion of their activities.

The point of this story, which I've told so thatwbuld be
very simple for all members to understand, is ttiahgs
change and because the mandate of the Housing @&guois
to assist people to meet their housing needs aralbe, as the
minister correctly pointed out earlier today, thesguire a
smaller down payment they have different critetieey don’t
deal with insurance issues and many other isstey;ré not
bound by the national housing corporation policies.

Yukon Housing Corporation has the ability to bexithe,
to look at the actual evidence of how a family basn paying,
without fail and on time, their mortgage paymenisnth after
month, year after year, even during the difficithes when
they didn't have as much income as they had artietp hav-
ing. But, Mr. Speaker, the chartered banks donitehthat
flexibility, so when the minister talks about thanks would
never take a mortgage that didn’t have certainl¢esincome
support and that didn’t meet their criteria, thegymvell have
taken a mortgage in the housing corporation théy fuould
have met with the bank’s requirements when the tiio
When the Yukoners took out that mortgage they chdde
possibly gone to a chartered bank, but they werihéoYukon
Housing Corporation because they knew it was aditier,
more flexible way in which to borrow money.

And yes, if this was to be sold off, the governmeotild
enjoin the chartered bank to have to honor thoaaddor the
existing term, but I'm not certain that they coudlutce any
bank to renew the loan and issue a new loan, tiftee time,
for the next 20 years. That's the danger to Yuken@&hat's
what could happen and that's why the Member forakki
brought forward a bill after seeing what this miaishad em-
barked on through the corporation a year ago, hatistwhy
he brought forward a simple solution. It was notti® the
hands of the Housing Corporation from ever sellimgrtgages
to a third party, but simply to require the acquaxe and
agreement of the existing mortgagor — of the Yukerewho
has mortgaged their house in good faith to the HguSorpo-
ration and that’'s why | support this bill and | argll members
to do so today.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank
the House here today for their conversation. | wdike to
thank the Leader of the Official Opposition for rging his
debate down to our level. | know that he’s quiteon-the food
chain is quite high on himself. | think that | eygal the —

Speaker’s statement

Speaker:
from trying to make this debate personal. So hoalgler minis-
ter, please be careful and don’t personalize defdie minis-
ter has the floor.

Order please. I've cautioned members befor

Hon. Mr. Lang: In saying that, | look forward to the
vote this afternoon, understanding that everybodijhé House
has a vote — one man; one vote — and look forwauoring-

ing this.
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Hon. Mr. Lang: | enjoy the Leader of the Third Party

and her heckling. She’ll have her time on the flobfr.
Speaker. I'm speaking, not the Leader of the Thaity. |
have as much time as anybody else in this Housgebate
whatever goes on in this House. | have one votemind the
Third Party that’s the way this House works.

I'll sit down and we will have a vote on this arekswhere
we proceed this afternoon.

Speaker:  Are you prepared for the question?

Some Hon. Members:  Division.
Division

Speaker:  Division has been called.

Bells

Speaker:  Mr. Clerk, please poll the House.

Hon. Mr. Fentie: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Hart: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Kenyon: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Rouble: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Lang: Disagree.

Hon. Ms. Horne: Disagree.

Hon. Mr. Edzerza: Disagree.

Mr. Nordick: Disagree.

Mr. Mitchell: Agree.

Mr. McRobb: Agree.

Mr. Fairclough: Agree.

Mr. Inverarity: Agree.

Ms. Hanson: Agree.

Mr. Cardiff: Agree.

Mr. Cathers: Disagree.

Clerk: The results are six yea, nine nay.

Speaker: The nays have it. | declare the motion de-
feated.

Motion for second reading of Bill No. 114 negatived

Bill No. 113: Acutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and
Protection) Act — Second Reading

Clerk: Second reading, Bill No. 113, standing in the
name of Ms. Hanson.

Ms. Hanson: | move that Bill No. 113, entitled
Acutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and Protectioaf, Ae how
read a second time.

Speaker: It has been moved by the Leader of the Third
Party that Bill No. 113, entitled\cutely Intoxicated Persons

r;(Care and Protection) Acbe now read a second time.

Ms. Hanson: I'm pleased to be able to have the op-
portunity to speak to this private member’s billdy, because |
think that it provides an opportunity for all membef this
Legislative Assembly to demonstrate the compasaiahduty
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of care that public expects of us as elected mesnbétthis
Assembly, regardless of our party leanings or artigan af-
filiations.

During the by-election campaign last December antthé
months leading up to that, the serious issues efibst vul-
nerable in our society were brought to the attentiball Yuk-
oners. I'll remind all members of this Legislatdhat it was not
a partisan issue during the campaign. Every sipgtey repre-
sented in this Legislature recognized the diffiesitand the
circumstances that people find themselves in — lgawho are
either victims of violence, people who are acutetpxicated
due to either alcohol or substance abuse — aresgfiat must
be addressed and must be addressed by this Lagisfatsem-
bly.

There are a number of contextual matters thatiKe to
set before the House before we turn to the speaifichis leg-
islation. The members will be aware that this Ligige set in
motion a review of the Yukon police force. They weharged
with reviewing the circumstances initially that seoas a result
of the unfortunate incidents in Watson Lake as veallthe
death in custody of Raymond Silverfox. During trairse of
the review of the police force, it became cleat tha circum-
stances and the dimensions of this review were nimobder
than simply the issues of what happened to Mr.eSibx or
what happened in Watson Lake with respect to te& &ind the
relationship between Yukoners and the RCMP. Assaltref
that, this House, in May, tasked a separate repi®weess to be
completed, and I'll come back to the mandate of serond
review in a few moments.

The review of the Yukon’s police force became velpar
to all the members of that police force and yorgtiall that that
review included representatives of the Departmédustice —
was co-chaired by the Department of Justice, RCM® tae
Council of Yukon First Nations — and had represtvea of
many other community organizations involved withnpaear-
ings throughout the territory. One of the key issaad one of
the things | think that drove this, or informedsthiegislature in
moving to get a greater focus on one aspect ofdleeand the
responsibilities of this review, was it became clisat dealing
with acutely intoxicated persons puts a strain ommunity
resources, medical care and law enforcement andnithigidu-
als caught in the web of alcohol abuse usuallyfela predict-
able cycle, as we've heard in the Legislature reguly as
marked by ambulance trips, nursing station overlaader-
gency ward overload, emergency shelter overload, ptice
cell and detoxification unit overload.

The co-chairs of the review of Yukon’s police forioeli-
cated in their report and in their deliberationattthey believe
a new approach to the care and custody of acutébxicated
persons is required. They talked about the podyiluf estab-
lishing a different type of intervention team tepend to calls
for service that involve acutely intoxicated persomhey said
and they believed that, in addition, many of thesbviduals
do not belong in cells. They require services Hrat not typi-
cally available in a police cell.

So, as you will recall, Mr. Speaker, the responk¢his
Legislature was on May 11 to agree unanimouslystal#ish

the Task Force on Acutely Intoxicated Persons ak.RThe
terms of reference for that task force includedmiog a multi-
disciplinary task force of front-line agencies coised of rep-
resentatives from the Department of Health and &d8er-
vices, Justice, the Yukon Hospital Corporation, Eyeacy
Medical Services, the Royal Canadian Mounted Pditg the
Salvation Army to look at and work with First Natigovern-
ments and social agencies involved with individualth se-
vere alcohol problems and addictions. They werdatk to

physicians, the private sector and other orgaminati both at
the territorial and national levels. The scopehid tvas broad.

I remind the Legislature that the government — ehéaf
of this Legislature — invested over $200,000 toedep what
they called then a “socially-inclusive program dieglwith
acutely intoxicated persons at risk of harming thelwves.”

They were charged with examining all aspects ofptfody-
lem, including facilities — existing and needed and-based
treatment programs, scope of programming, leg@iatturrent
research, cost and access to cheap intoxicants.

One aspect of that, as mentioned in the termsfeferce,
is the issue of legislation. The final report o tiask force was
to provide advice to the Minister of Health and iab&ervices
about practical actions that would be likely tokdmth appropri-
ate and effective within a Yukon context to addrémss target
group for this task force, along with the rationtdewhy these
actions are to be considered to be both appropaiateeffec-
tive and, from those, which actions to implementvimat order
of priority and why.

| bring forward this private member’s bill to addseone of
the critical recommendations of the task force ontely in-
toxicated persons at risk. As | indicated, thedmigof this goes
back to the circumstances, in particular, surrongdhe death
in custody of both an individual in the police eelis well as
one in the detox unit.

In considering the responses and how to apprdaeset
issues — because there had been more than onbahgtory
documented in the police review — more than one avpe-
riod of not just one year, but many years — of deafThe
Minister of Health and Social Services raised tsué as to
whether or not the circumstances of these deathe w@inci-
dental or if there are systemic weaknesses thatl neebe
changed to prevent recurrences in the future. lldvauggest
and | would recommend — and | will be going throliglsome
detail the recommendations of the Task Force ontehgun-
toxicated Persons, because | think it's absolutélsl to an
understanding of why the change to legislatioroigrgortant.

So, first of all, intoxication results from the egjion of in-
toxicants. Acute intoxication is a state of morbidind mortal-
ity. People both hurt themselves and others wiilgtedy in-
toxicated. People die and even kill when acutetpxitated.
Similarly — and this is absolutely critical to thecommenda-
tions in this report and in the approach that weireposing in
this legislation — withdrawal or progressing fromstate of
intoxication to a state of sobriety is also a pescassociated
with significant morbidity and mortality.

We saw that with respect to the circumstances soding
the death of Mr. Silverfox in police custody. Withdal
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causes illness and sometimes death, even undérdideam-
stances.

In the study that the task force was charged wity tdi-
vided the population groups for review into threistidct
groups of acutely intoxicated persons at risk dey identified
them — and | think it's important for us to revi¢hese. Those
people are those who are violent and dangerousetiho
have significant medical needs; and all othersh lie latter
constituting the majority of the clientele. When say “acutely
intoxicated people”, a very small minority of theare actually
violent people, fewer have a significant medicalis and most
are the “other” category.

The task force — I'll refer to it only as “the tafkce” be-
cause the title is very long and cumbersome asdépetitive.
The task force did confine their comments to theém are
detained because they are intoxicated, because Veeking at
alternatives for how we work with in the communityose
people we deem to be necessary to be detainedthi¢ isubject
of this proposed private member’s bill.

The report goes on, but the specific needs or reménts
of each of the above groups needs to receive distonsidera-
tion. A person who is inherently violent and caricily be-
come violent is a danger to personnel and mightd nedave a
dedicated facility for violent and dangerously atytintoxi-
cated persons at risk. But not all individuals meguired to be
detained and not all of them are required to baidetl in the
emergency ward.

What level of medical care and assessment will tme p
vided and how best to utilize and coordinate tremueces are
decisions that require consideration. Minister, tmva’re try-
ing to do in bringing forward this private membeb#l is to
ensure that there is full consideration to all atpef the care
and duty of care that we as members of this Legistehave to
these most vulnerable parts of our society.

You know, one of the things that struck me, Mr. &,
as | reviewed the findings of the task force, waefection
again that Yukon — and | don't think this Assemidymuch
different — and Yukoners have a split personalitgew it
comes to our attitude toward alcohol. It's gengralbndoned
and even frequently encouraged. At social gatheritigere’s
drink, there’s alcohol. It could be a marker ofaurtual social
status. What kind of scotch do you drink? What kafdvine
do you drink?

In some circles, alcohol consumption is a signaifieve-
ment and success, but if the person becomes dapeadan-
der the control of intoxicants, our attitudes betginshift and
our attitudes shift way down the continuum almastsome
cases, to disgust, and we become disgusted anespiésatful
when the person descends toward the bottom of dle&ls
scale.

One of the things the Task Force on Acutely Intated
Persons at Risk talked about is the importanceoofetal ap-
proaches and responses to dealing with people whose:
verely intoxicated. | would recommend to all mensbénat
they carefully read the findings of this task folmxause it is a
very compelling reflection of the Yukon society thee live in.

One of the realities of the society that we livasnhe fact
that we are a relatively tiny population of 35,000 36,000
people, but we have all the needs of a jurisdictiarch larger
than that. So the fact that the number of people afe af-
flicted with severe intoxication addictions, sulbst@a addic-
tions, may be relatively small to the Canadianeystthe im-
pact on the community, the impact on those famileacute.

The reality also is that we have a dedicated conity o
caregivers in the Yukon. We are asking our caregiue this
territory, not only to respond, but to respond latimes. If we
think about it, we are asking — in most cases,dlae the not-
for-profit parts of the society and not-for-proéitganizations
— to respond with an open door.

It is a rare exception where we can say that jestibse
you’re acutely intoxicated, just because you'rensth the door
is absolutely shut on you. It may be that final digoa jail or it
may be that final door is the hospital, but the faficthe matter
is that we are stressing our systems to the nthede@o, one
of the findings of this task force is, in fact, th@e do have
many caring individuals, caring groups and socsetind gov-
ernment agencies and departments, who are attegrtptiwork
and address these issues. They say that almosiuigxcep-
tion, we accomplish far more with far less than eauthern
counterparts. As a prime example, the task foréetpout, the
local detoxification facility almost on a daily basprovides
necessary care unquestionably using inadequatercesoand
minimally trained personnel in a physical facililpsuited for
its purpose. We're asking people to do some ofntlst diffi-
cult work with inadequate resources. That's our @id our
responsibility as elected representatives of thepleeof this
territory to ensure that we find the ways and theans to pro-
vide the necessary resources to respond in a ridllcampas-
sionate way, both to the people who are tryingrtovigle ser-
vices and to those who need them.

One of the challenges is — and we saw this, unfiattly,
reflected to a certain degree in the response efitidings of
the Auditor General yesterday — because we orgaoize
selves in various organizational sectors — healtitjal, law
enforcement. We tend to get ourselves into silos.

One of the real challenges — it should be no sseptd
this Legislature — for those people who are tryingfind a
way or trying to deal with the issues they're afifid with
when they are severely intoxicated is they cantfatbugh the
cracks.

One of the findings of this report — again, it slibbie no
surprise to this Legislature because we've seémé and time
again: when we see a problem, we try to put a lzaadn it, as
opposed to stepping back and asking, how do weaklytad-
dress these in a thoughtful, coherent and compsdenvay,
in a strategic manner?

What I'm trying to suggest here is that we havéhim task
force report an opportunity for us as legislatorstep back and
take a thoughtful and comprehensive view.

One of the key findings of the task force reportthat
communication and planning are the cornerstonesinet) to
create a foundation on which we can build a suabdé effec-
tive and compassionate system of care.
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With respect to the issue at hand, the private negimb

What they determined there was that those jurisxdtist

bill, with respect to thé\cutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and had established their approach with the philosaplay an in-
Protection) Act— the task force members, Dr. Beaton andtoxicated person would be detained only if the idétg au-

Chief Allen, became increasingly concerned as tiieytheir
review that the current model used to manage atelycin-
toxicated person at risk really does now functiamtirely
within the domain of law enforcement. As | referedat the
outset of my comments this afternoon — Mr. SpeaHer,|
have the floor?

Some Hon. Member:

Ms. Hanson:
many conversations here.

When we looked at the report of the policing reviéw
was clear there that one element was to deal Wiket people
who are criminally involved as a result of intoxitaise, but
what Chief Allen and Dr. Beaton say to us very diess that

(Inaudible)

thority judged that a person was being a dangéirntself or

others. The experience — and I've done my own rrekeand
my own reading on that — is that that is a reaiyportant as-
pect; that the person would be detained only, imseof a law
enforcement element, if that person was either rgelato
themselves or others. What they found, and whatihd in my
reading — and I'm reading from the report now —ttttze

Okay, just wondering; there are so phrase “danger to oneself” was generally interpgrei® being a

passive danger in the sense to mean that the ¢atexi person
was not able to protect himself either sociallyagainst the
elements. In both Vancouver and in Winnipeg, detentvas
ended when the intoxicated person achieved a t#vehpacity
such that he was able to provide for himself. litheg Winni-

we need to begin to think about moving from a law-peg nor Vancouver did they have as their endpaitheir goal

enforcement approach to dealing with people whoirataxi-
cated because not everybody who is drunk, not beelywho
is stoned, is a criminal.

We need to move from that law enforcement modein®
that talks about health care and harm reduction. 8o
Speaker, it's no longer acceptable — and | woulduar
strongly that it's not acceptable — simply to shgttwe will
detain all intoxicated persons. Today we expedtahg and all
agencies once they accept responsibility for aguevgill pro-
vide appropriate care, including some degree oficaédare,
in an environment of respect and compassion. $d nigw, the
only means that we have for detaining somebody svimabxi-

hoping that the person was going to achieve sghriet

Based on the evidence and the research that théotae
members did, as well as the experience that additi@search
shows, that just is not the logical end point. Bjuitisdictions
intentionally attempted to release the person &ewtion prior
to entering the medical state of withdrawal. Thaitg to say
that they didn’t retain full capacity to apply tkeiminal Code
if his actions required it, but what they repeayestlid — in the
experiences we've seen in Vancouver, Winnipeg andte
recently in terms of my research, in Ottawa — it tihe end
point was really not to try to push somebody intedial
withdrawal but to actually release them when thead h

cated is under theiquor Act.One of the findings of this task achieved some capacity to look after themselve-make a

force — and I'll read you what section 92 says -e thurrent
Liquor Actstates in section 92 , “If a peace officer hasoea
able and probable grounds to believe and doesveetleat a
person is in an intoxicated condition in a publiace, the
peace officer may” take the person into custodyl tiite per-
son in custody has recovered sufficient capacist, tif re-
leased, they are unlikely to cause injury to thdweseor be a
danger, nuisance, or disturbance to others”.

Well, Mr. Speaker, basically thequor Actis saying the
sole reason for which a person can be detainediigbntoxi-
cated in a public place. More to the point, the eotht of a
person’s detention can include decisions aboubngdr being
a nuisance or a disturbance to others. What thait deal with
in that legislation is that it doesn’t reflect aiththe social
norms or the human rights standards of today.

decision about what they do next.

There are significant reasons for that. It speak#hé im-
portance of taking the approach that the NDP ip@sing in
this private member’s bill, as opposed to the latjzn under

the YukonLiquor Act which suggests retaining persons for a

minimum of 12 hours. The normal experience in thioh —
as | am told and as | read in the various reviewss-te hold
somebody for 24 hours.

In fact, the evidence shows that that may be doutrig to
mortality — that is, that may be contributing tekriof death by
putting somebody into a medical withdrawal.

So what we’re proposing here is — this private merisb
bill begins to address how we will deal with thgeople who
are acutely intoxicated. That then led the taskddp make a
recommendation. The private member’s bill that traduced

What the members of the Task Force on Acutely lintox this afternoon is, in part, a response to this meoendation —

cated Persons at Risk did was actually begin tk Eiovhat is
going on elsewhere; what is the experience and ewidence
can we determine, based on experience in othexdjations in
Canada, that would help inform this Legislature his tYukon
society — in responding in a more appropriate aochgas-
sionate manner to those people who are acutelyic#ted.

Specific reference was made and in conversatiotis avie
of the co-chairs and others — and we saw it cdstaiavered
in the media — that significant attention was p&idthe ex-
perience in both Vancouver and Winnipeg.

the recommendation that new legislation should bi¢em to
supersede sections 91 and 92 of the cuitepior Actto de-
fine more precisely under what circumstances anebcun-
toxicated person can be detained, what servicesbeilpro-
vided to the detained person and what conditionstrha met
to cease that detention.

They suggest that this legislation should be comsisvith
current human rights standards and should allowmémessary,
appropriate basic medical care while under detantio

When you look at that, what does it mean? One @kgy
things that it means is that we begin to focusisk reduction
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within a framework of respect for human rights.kRisduction
— an incredibly important aspect of modern care iftoxi-
cated persons.

We are all aware of the evolution of our appreoratof
human rights. We are aware that the human rightsdsirds of
today are such that a person has a right to engagehealthy
behaviour. We may not like it, but they have a titgghdo so.
Most of us, on occasion, may engage in behavioatr $bme
would consider unhealthy. Some would consider pestthe
folks who ran in the ultra-marathon up to Dawsoty @re put-
ting themselves at risk, but it is their right t sb without per-
sonal restriction.

However, as the task force noted, sometimes thelan
intoxicant can create situations where the indialdoecomes
an immediate risk because they have consumed ta rofi
either a substance or any form of intoxicant.

Both the models in Manitoba and British Columbi&-pr
vide an option to detain individuals in a safe emvinent with
temporary loss of some rights until he has sobapgdand not
become totally sober, but come down sufficientlyettablish
their own ability for self security. One of the kéhngs of this
approach to working with the acutely intoxicatedtémms of
the aspect of the care and protection that's sugdes this
private member’s bill, is the recognition that {m@vision for
health care is an integral part of that safe amdireeenviron-
ment for the acutely intoxicated. This is why | ab@bout this
bill as being a part of a coherent, comprehenspaach to
dealing with the severely intoxicated in our comityirand
why | think we need to look at it not necessaritycontradis-
tinction or in opposition to what has been proposed what is
underway right now with respect to the constructidran as-
sessment centre for the severely intoxicated. ltdme this as
opposition to that. | see this as possibly workiegy well in
tandem with it because it speaks to two differént& of needs
that society and individuals who find themselvedhis state
face.

In one instance, | would suggest that for mosthef com-
munity, the issues for those who are severely intigd and
find themselves in a police cell in a detention toenlike
Whitehorse Correctional Centre, may for the most lpa there
because o€riminal Codeinfractions or the intention to charge
them under th€riminal Code What the private member’s bill

with respect to thécutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and Pro-

tection) Actis attempting to deal with is those who are nda-su
ject to criminal action. They have not committedrine; they
are simply acutely intoxicated.

| say that because, as we look at what continuunard is
required for these individuals, it ensures that nvileey do
reach that state of being able to establish thein capability
of basically coming out of their acute state obkitation — to
be able to move into a safe, sobering centre. €pert is very
clear that that continuum would see the person ngpvihe
experience and the evidence of success in othisdjctions is
that the person moves from a safe place with thersog cen-
tre. Essentially what we're talking about is beatigje to detain
somebody and place them in a sobering centre th#teshed
to a detox unit.

In Winnipeg, it's very interesting. The task forspent a
fair amount of time looking at what’s called the iN&treet
project. This is a facility where all detained ixittated persons
are accommodated, except those with serious meuieals or
those detained for criminal activity. We could havesimilar
and parallel opportunity here in the territory. Waeve, already,
the facilities of the emergency ward. If we begirdevelop the
appropriate ways of diverting those who should betgoing
there because they're not in medical need and wertdihose
who are being detained for criminal activity to thecure as-
sessment centre at the jail — or the Whitehorseaectonal
Centre, excuse me — then we have an opportunitgab with
those people as they do in Winnipeg for on-site inscare.
They've decided to — after much work, much time amgeri-
ence and experimentation — come down to modelsuaf that
are appropriate to the circumstances of those paspb are in
those facilities.

Winnipeg's experience from the task force reporimthat
we can learn a lot from the experience there bkitapat a
paramedic model of care, or there’s the nurse iticotr
model, but those are aspects that we need to ksfpat as we
look at the care aspect of how we address thosgle@n our
society who are acutely intoxicated.

The Task Force on Acutely Intoxicated Persons ak Ri
commented that many and probably most of the iddiafis
who are detained under the Yukbiguor Actare chronic alco-
holics and drug addicted persons who access thteixicant of
choice where it is most easily accessible, whicheiserally in
the confines of the downtown area of Whitehorse nfaict,
within the confines of my riding — Whitehorse CentAddi-
tionally, they determined, based on the informafimm their
consultation with the many non-government orgaionst and
departments — government departments — and witlplpeo
who actually live on the street, that most of tmestreet indi-
viduals reside in or near downtown Whitehorse. dt'ct; it's
a reality; | know many of these people myself.

In the future, if we're thinking about how we'reigg to
respond appropriately to the care and protectionthofse
acutely intoxicated people, then we need to looWwlatre we
place the facilities. It has to be accessible arailable to the
public it serves.

| guess that’s part of the reason why there haa beme
reaction — and perhaps it's misunderstanding antl wer-
tainly look forward in budget debate to furtherteleation from
the Minister of Justice and perhaps the MinisteHe&lth and
Social Services with respect to the long-term irdégn of the
secure assessment centre into the planning fompthpsilation
base, as opposed to just simply as a part of ancrime law
enforcement responsibilities of the Government okoh.

As much as we recognize and we know that how we ad-

dress and how we work with acutely intoxicated pessat risk
— that we know that we do need the active involvetrand
engagement of law enforcement — we also know —veimak
we’'ve seen over the course of time and based orexperi-
ences in other jurisdictions — that it's time, ae task force
indicated, for the pendulum to swing from beingaallthe law



February 16, 2011

HANSARD

7479

enforcement side, which is where it is clearly awliarely
right now. It is on the law enforcement side.

That's how we respond to those people who are Bcime
toxicated, and that is how we end up with the serigituations
we found ourselves in, in Yukon, over the last 2®, 30 years
or more, and most acutely, most particularly, wanfd our-
selves in the last few years with the death in kbt police
cells and at the detox centre.

What I'm proposing in putting forward this privateem-
ber’s hill is that we need to be looking at movthg pendulum
from being strictly focused on law enforcement arsthg the
police as the agents of care for our society, tmgaizing that
an appropriate care model for acutely intoxicatedgbe really
does need to embrace the larger community. It nEenis/olve
both the health aspects and adopt what the task feferred to
as a “risk-reduction philosophy”.

I'd like to just spend a moment or two talking #léi bit
more about the experience elsewhere because dhe tfings
that we spoke to in this legislation is the ideotifion of —
you know, | say that we've got to move the pendulaway
from simply having law enforcement being involved tbe
police being involved in the interaction and ultbeig being
accountable and responsible for the interactioh wibse peo-
ple who are acutely intoxicated, and suggesting ttere are
others who can be involved, and quite legitimatélgsed on
their relationship and their experience working hwiteople
who are acutely intoxicated. | come back to whsait earlier
that we are a small community and the communithiwithe
community of Whitehorse that deals with that evemaler
percentage of our population, that deals on a dalay basis
with the travails of severe and acute intoxication.

That community has built a sustained relationshiat t
think needs to be respected and incorporated iowo e ulti-
mately design our response to provision of seryiasswell as
providing the immediate response to those people wate
acutely intoxicated. The Yukon Task Force on Acutatoxi-
cated People at Risk — one of the things that foeypd was
an observation that | thought was interesting, thlaén there
was an outreach worker engagement with somebodywéso
intoxicated — and if the RCMP were called to therss often
the scene and the intensity of the interaction lesmh It was
an observation that sort of reinforced that, aespas much as
we would love — and we're working hard and the RCite
working hard to improve the relationships withire tiYukon
community — there is still a lack of trust and aKeof en-
gagement at times. It's based on the perceptiohttealaw-
enforcement agencies have certain really rigidifinéel roles.
What the harm-reduction model would suggest iss léhd
another way of addressing it.

In Winnipeg, they found a fairly interesting appchand |
think it's worthwhile looking at. It was interestinbecause,
again, it talks about the community, the commuagya whole.
In Winnipeg, it wasn'’t just the police; it wasntiist the helping
organizations; it in fact was an involvement witle tWinnipeg
business community because they recognized they gets
actively involved and said, “You know what? It's dmr inter-
est to address these issues because nobody likee @ drunk

on their doorstep. So let’'s work together and Itid a way to
treat and to deal with these issues so that westehaving all
of the community being impacted.”

So the provisions in the Manitoba legislation tipeavide
for the street workers to be able to detain andspart acutely
intoxicated individuals to a sobering centre. Mpe8&8ker, |
think that this does open up huge opportunitiesufband this
is what we speak to in this legislation when wek t@bout a
care-and-protection approach and the expansion fawmen-
forcement to other caring individuals in societyether caring
professionals, representatives of hon-governmeancgs and
outreach workers.

It's really the outreach aspect that is really imgpot here.
I'll read you a quote here from the report. Thegted that
Winnipeg has achieved a functioning system whereeaah
street workers who have the credibility and acasggaby the
street people are also the authorities who detastrain and
transport these same people when they are acutieyicated
and in danger.

This seems like a contradiction in roles, but itrkeoin
Winnipeg because to the task force interpretatioa,sobering
centre is not seen as a place for punishment bsiead, as a
place for safety and security in a time of needewhe task
force, do not believe that a person can voluntagityer the
sobering centre but, unequivocally, many enteringlly, even
if physically detained.”

In Winnipeg, they note the inspector responsible tfe
Winnipeg police force made a point that, with resp® an
acutely intoxicated person at risk, a police offibas the re-
sponsibility of enforcement while the outreach wasrkas the
responsibility of enforcement, intervention andvaretion.

| think that what we’re suggesting here, Mr. Speakel
know what I'm suggesting with respect to the pévatember’s
bill is that we need to learn from the experienetsewhere.
Where we can find the benefits of including outreaad care
along with a system that provides law enforcemet deten-
tion, then we are better served as a communityraost par-
ticularly with respect to those people who arertist vulner-
able in our community. There are some questiorsedaabout
what is a peace officer and what kind of trainihgyt would
require. | can tell you that there is extensive uwfnentation
available, which I'm quite prepared to make avddato this
Legislature and to the Minister of Justice and Rhiaister of
Health and Social Services, who are the ministétis primary
responsibility for this area. We speak in this ptermember’s
bill to recognition of what is called a peace dffiand there’s
an extensive training program that could be madglable to
ensure that if or when we move to this model okcar a pro-
tection of the acutely intoxicated — then we woulle also
ensuring that those people that we ask to assuenestiponsi-
bilities as peace officers — those people curreetlgaged in
the face-to-face daily work with the acutely intcaded — the
outreach workers, people working in the sheltegpbe work-
ing in various non-government organizations — wddpro-
vided with the appropriate levels of training fohat is called
in Manitoba the “peace officer status course”.
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It's a comprehensive training program that is bdcke
with extensive policies and procedures for ensutiirag we are
providing a not wholly or solely law-enforcementpapach. |
view this, coming from a social work backgroundniy past,
as a holistic approach to approaching a seriousruaamity is-
sue. It's similar to how | approach the health daseies; that
we need to be taking a holistic, cost-effectiverapph to deal-
ing with this, and we cannot rely upon models thatlonger
work and are no longer appropriate to the moderoumi-
stances. So, | realize that it's — there’s sometim

I'm not wanting to go on forever at this, becautse mot
intended as a — I'm speaking to this issue becatisek it's
important that we, as elected members, take sdyidhs re-
sponsibilities we have to find more appropriateeralative
ways to deal with some of the most vulnerable peaplour
community. There are options, of course, besides, know,
going with the legislation that I'm proposing, duhink that |
would be most interested to hear — and that's wigjde this
issue here this afternoon because | am interesteuearing
what alternative options other members have.

As | said at the outset, this is not a partisandsshis is an
issue that cuts really to the core of how we as bemelected
by people throughout the Yukon demonstrate how ave end
what actual concrete actions we're prepared to taitle re-
spect to adapting the approaches that we haveote theople
who are acutely intoxicated, and who are currecdlyght up
most inappropriately in the criminal justice systesmen in fact
they're not there because they've committed anymeri
They're there because they have serious healtfglsowd men-
tal illness issues and we must find the appropneg to deal
with them. Notwithstanding the health and socigles$s of it,
as | mentioned earlier, there really are some agmit human
rights issues that | believe from the current liedige base
upon which we respond to these individuals. | beligve’re
open to challenge on that and, at some pointaltisays nice
when government can get out ahead of the challandeactu-
ally show that it's reacting in a positive and mtdee way, as
opposed to having to make the changes, becauselthseen
a challenge asserting that quite probably — thdtemgetain-
ing people illegally. When we suggest that simpbcduse
you're drunk, you should be detained, I'm not stin&’s actu-
ally something that would pass these days withaeism our
human rights.

The act with respect to a more appropriate apprdac
dealing with those people who are acutely intoxidas one of
the key recommendations of the Task Force on Aguiebxi-
cated Persons at Risk that reported to this Ldagida— re-
ported to the minister on December 31, 2010.

| would hope that members on both sides of this ddou
would find it within them to carefully reflect oroth the find-
ings of the Task Force on Acutely Intoxicated Pessat Risk,
as well as to the opportunity that is presentedigcoday to
support a model and approach to care for theselpedmp are
acutely intoxicated that is based on the socialenaf today,
that is based on a model that is not focused éntine crimi-
nalizing people because they have serious intokicanes or
because they have mental health problems, bechegeare

members of our society who are at the most riskalbindices
of both social and health continuums. They haveplame to
live, they have no place to go to sober up shouy wish to
sober up, because none of these services and rothese
housing options are there for them if the jaillis bnly option
for a person who is acutely intoxicated. | thirik & sad reflec-
tion upon us as a community and us as a terrifbing Task
Force on Acutely Intoxicated Persons at Risk knevenvthey
took this on — and realized as they took on thdlehge of
looking at options for how we address these issudhat this
was going to be a challenge. It's a challenge tmfaus be-
cause we are quite comfortable with the currenreagh; we
are quire comfortable with saying, “Lock them upt Bhem
away.” That's not — and we all know now, | hopeséa on
the very difficult experiences and circumstancesnig people,
as we know — in my riding in particular, but it'stnexclusive
to my riding — we know that there are serious issioe peo-
ple in communities throughout this territory: pempyho have
no safe place to live. They have no safe placefuige, and if
they should choose, or wish to begin the processobgring
up, there are very few options for them. They gt this cycle
and then they are caught in an ever-downward spitakat I'm

suggesting is that we use this private memberlsabibn open-
ing, as an entry point for a conversation about @ire going
to respond.

The task force has made 12 recommendations. Tgis-le
lation is one. | would humbly suggest to the ottmambers of
this Legislature that they give careful thoughstpporting Bill
No. 113, Acutely Intoxicated Persons (Care and Protection)
Act. | look forward to the dialogue that | hope will eles
Thank you.

Hon. Ms. Horne: That was very interesting. I'd like
to respond to this bill that the Leader of the N@abBled in the
Legislative Assembly on February 10, 2011. As tHePNsaid,
we are beginning to explore. This government hesadly ex-
plored and we are meeting the needs that she bagtttrfor-
ward today as she spoke. Speaking of a penduluts, tek
about a guillotine. It was the NDP, when they wierpower —
to address substance abuse was to actually shut theaSarah
Steele program. Think about that for a minute: fi2P shut
down the Sarah Steele program. Our response towhsitto
extensively consult with Yukoners to develop thekon Sub-
stance Abuse Action Plaand we are implementing just that.
In addition to the many changes we’ve made, welge de-
veloped land-based treatment options here in Yukon.

If the members opposite care so much about thisejss
then why did they vote against the funding yestg?des it
really their job?

As a government, we have been systematically chgngi
the way we do business in the Department of Juatidgustice
in the Yukon. We have undertaken a major consohiatn
corrections that resulted in a new client-focusedgmam-
orientated philosophy of corrections. We have tbe 6orrec-
tions Actthat reflects our new philosophy. We have the new
women’s annex at Whitehorse Correctional Centreichvlis
now operational. We are building a new correcticarad treat-
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ment facility that is on budget and on time andpsufs our
new philosophy.

Legislation, as you know, cannot be hastily pasied
gether. It has to be considered within the contéxhe entire

We have the Community Wellness Court. Last sumneer wgovernment response to a subject. Government hayg toals

launched a newictims of Crime Strategthat will focus on
services to victims. We have committed $1.3 millmrer the
next three years to improve services to victimse Wdve a new

at its disposal to respond to an issue, includagislation, pol-
icy, programming and projects.
As | outlined earlier, we have been very busy wugkon

Victims of Crime Acthat has been passed. | would also noteddressing many areas related to substance abusecowt

that we have been and are continuing to implemeaiStub-

sulted on them, then implemented thekon Substance Abuse

stance Abuse Action Plahat includes education, prevention, Action Plan which is built around the pillars of harm reduc-

harm reduction — which the member opposite juskepmf —
enforcement and treatment initiatives. As a goveminwe are
working with First Nations to develop the land-lbd¢eeatment
options. My colleague, the Minister of Health anacial Ser-
vices, is very deeply involved in that, and | wouéamind the
member opposite that it was this government ttdhthe polic-
ing review — |, as the Minister of Justice.

tion, education and prevention, enforcement andtdrent.
Given how much the NDP and Liberals sing the sahwus
about the need to do more, especially in the aféseatment,
I'm always amazed that the members opposite kedimgro
against providing the funds necessary to do that.

Take yesterday, for example. They voted againstemor
money for health, highways and education. Juseyday, after

| can assure the member opposite that this mates wdemanding more money in Question Period, the Liberated

raised. It was also raised in the study done byHeaton and

Mr. Allen, which she referred to many times. Once deter-

mined that a better solution was required in th&ofy we very

quickly acted. We moved very swiftly to addresssthiatter.

The secure assessment facility is a joint initetbetween the
Department of Justice and the RCMP to implemente& n
model that will govern the secure detention of pessdetained
by the RCMP.

The secure assessment facility will ensure the dsgh
standard of care and protection for persons takém RCMP
custody, including the acutely intoxicated. Persdetined by
the RCMP can experience medical complications regyi
medical assessment and supervision. The securssasset
facility is an innovative model, which will providen-site
medical assessment by medical professionals. Italgb pro-
vide care for RCMP prisoners and supervision byemional
officers with specialized training.

Mr. Speaker, this is not the final word on the sgbjand
how Yukon deals with severely intoxicated peoplat ®e are
not just pushing through a bill quickly without tking about
it; we are doing it very methodically, and we vdb it right.

We have the assessment centre where the individiral’
toxication level and health will be assessed. Weela sober-
ing centre planned they can go to, and it will b@ction in the
very near future. We won't shut down the Sarah IStdetox
centre. No, we won't. We care.

Yesterday one of my rural constituents called, ded
shared with me his frustration with the NDP leaded this
bill. He thought this bill sounded like a storyiindche past — a
step backward, not forward. After receiving thd hihd dis-
cussing it with my advisors, | have several consexbout the
bill, as well, that | would like to share with thisssembly.
While | have concerns with this bill, for reasonwill shortly
outline, | appreciate the Leader of the NDP hathegcourage
of her convictions to put forward a position. Thésn contrast
to the Liberals — specifically, their leader — wjpmmised to
lay out their position. Despite speaking for hatines other day,
he only managed to put forward platitudes instefghadicy
statements.

against more funds for Education. They want more thay
don’t want us to pay for it. Bizarre, Mr. Speakieu]y bizarre.

The bill 1 see before us does not take into comaiien
many of the other responses. What | see is a hattilfted
piece of legislation that is disconnected to broggeernment
response.

I would like to clarify that the secure assessmesmtitre
and the sobering centre are two distinct building® have
said that many times in this House and it seeng®tim one ear
and out the other; | don’t know if heads are holldmvpartner-
ship with the RCMP —

Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Point of order

Speaker: On the point of order, please, Member for
Mount Lorne.
Mr. Cardiff: On a point of order, | would ask the

Speaker to ask the Minister of Justice not to peakpe debate.
Suggesting that heads are hollow — those are hedswve- |
think many people would take that as an insult.

Speaker: On the point of order, Minister of Justice,
please.

Hon. Ms. Horne: On the point of order, Mr. Speaker,
| was insinuating that my head was hollow.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker:  The implication here, from the Speaker’s lis-
tening to the conversation, is that there reallyngs point of
order. It's simply a dispute between members. Mamjsyou
have the floor.

Hon. Ms. Horne: In partnership with the RCMP,
Yukon will construct a secure assessment centrtheatnew
multipurpose treatment and correctional facilitheTsecure
assessment centre will replace the cells in thetéfbise de-
tachment and will house all police prisoners, idahg intoxi-
cated persons who are acting violently or are skt t© them-
selves and require secure custody. The securesasseiscen-
tre will eliminate the need to detain these indivdts at the
Whitehorse detachment. That is what is importantigaright
now. No longer do we have a drunk tank. Our —
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Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)
Hon. Ms. Horne: Excuse me?
Some Hon. Member:  (Inaudible)

Hon. Ms. Horne:
the floor than —
Some Hon. Member:
Hon. Ms. Horne:
a nice drunk tank. Thank you.

(Inaudible)

There’'s more heckling from across

Point of order
Speaker:
Lakes.
Hon. Mr. Rouble: It has become common practice in
the Assembly, when members are heckled, to ackmipel¢hat
they are being heckled and often put on the rette¥dnappro-

On a point of order, Member for Southern

The Leader of the NDP said it was priate comments being thrown across. It would appbat

when members on opposite benches are hecklinge tbas-

The secure assessment centre will be staffed yecor ments should go on the public record, although nevwseem to

tional officers —

Speaker’s statement
Speaker:

to other people or quoting other people. | wouléf@r that

honourable members didn’t do that unless they'ratiqg from

Hansard because it's going to create discord in this Kous
The Minister of Justice has the floor.

Hon. Ms. Horne:
be staffed by correctional officers trained to ngmacutely
intoxicated persons. | would like to remind the nisems oppo-
site that these are peace officers. It will haveh@dr nursing
coverage and it will offer separate accommodatimmsmale,
female and youth. This is a significant improvemtenthe cur-
rent situation of housing RCMP prisoners in Whitesleode-
tachment cells — no more drunk tank.

The Minister of Health and Social Services has beear
that the Government of Yukon is also committed éwedoping
a sobering centre linked to a detox facility thatud provide
safe, supervised care of acutely intoxicated persdm do not
require secure custody.

The sobering centre will provide medical detoxifioa
and referrals to after-care services. | know that Minister of
Health and Social Services and his officials arévaly work-
ing on this matter and | will leave that to himsjpeak to this in
more particular aspects. We are doing this, buaweedoing it
very methodically. We want to ensure that it is €oight.

The need for a secure assessment centre and angofaer
cility was recognized by both the review of Yukorpslice
force and the Task Force on Acutely IntoxicatedsBes at
Risk. The establishment of a secure assessmemedsrmnly a
partial response to the much, much larger issueggonding
to acutely intoxicated persons at risk. Read tagyethith Dr.
Beaton and Chief Allen’s report, these two repedtablish a
blueprint for how to provide safe, compassionate t@spectful
care for acutely intoxicated persons by providipgprapriate
accommodation and services, based on the riskspifesgnt to
the public and themselves.

Actually, the Leader of the NDP might be revealimgy
age when she says in her news release that she teantite
new legislation and then dusts off 40-year-old dkgion from
Manitoba. I'd like to tell the member opposite that look into
all issues across Canada and we glean the besf eatch ju-
risdiction to make sure that we have the best lleii® possi-
ble. Maybe —

Some Hon. Member:

Hon. Ms. Horne:

Some Hon. Member:

(Inaudible)
Was that a question?
(Inaudible)

The secure assessment centre will

have a situation where members who are being héckie
being chastised for responding or commenting ot tha
I would ask, Mr. Speaker, rather than taking thpdraach,

I spoke earlier of members ascribing motivesyya¢ you would encourage members opposite who girgydhe

heckling to refrain from doing so.

Speaker:  On the point of order, Member for Copper-
belt.

Mr. Mitchell: The cross talk has been pretty quiet to-
day but, in point of fact, you have ruled and | \eblbeelieve it's
out of order for any member, regardless of whae il the
House they're sitting on, particularly a governmergmber, to
in effect be challenging your rulings by requestihgt you rule
differently.

Speaker’s ruling

Speaker: From the Chair's perspective, | haven't
heard anything that referred to the Standing Orderterms of
me providing a ruling based on being a servanhef3tanding
Orders.

Having said that, we are all responsible for decoi this
House — each and every member — and each and enary
ber is responsible for their own actions in thisuse. | would
suggest that firstly, there is no point of ordé€s a dispute be-
tween members, but secondly, each and every ons &f re-
sponsible for our own decorum in this LegislativesAmbly.
We're all adults.

| spoke earlier about ascribing motives to membgust-
ing or attempting to quote members. That's hapgewin all
sides of the floor, so don’t be pointing fingersaas the floor
at each other. This is all of us. We're all adliese, and I'll
expect we'll act like that. The Minister of Justicas the floor.

Hon. Ms. Horne: As | mentioned, the Manitoba legis-
lation is 40 years old and this has allowed a gdeal of time
to pass in operation of this bill. It has also béggated in a
body of case law that must be thoroughly reviewefbte we
proceed with this bill. Maybe the Leader of the N&i&n't pay
attention when she was cutting and pasting hertbgether,
but | would have thought she, of all the membershit As-
sembly, would have been more careful in selectemder neu-
tral language. | see when the member opposite srdteithe
peace officer, both “she” and “he” are mentionegt, Wwhen it
comes to the intoxicated person needing care, aesections
refer only to “he” and “him.”

Mr. Speaker, let me say to my colleague oppodiia, &s
minister responsible for the Women’s Directoratgni ada-
mant that we need gender-inclusive language. Ségotite
Leader of the NDP is aware that the Minister of lHeand
Social Services has instructed his department wewe the
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acutely intoxicated persons report and to come hettk op-
tions on how to implement that report. Let's donigthodically
and let's do it right. Let’s not use 40-year-olditdation.

This bill does not recognize the current contexyukon,
especially around the area of facilities. The itsiélf allows for
some discretion of the peace officer to take agreisto their
custody and deliver them into a detoxification cerdr, pre-
sumably, into cells — currently RCMP cells. Buttle near
future, we will have a better solution in the secassessment
centre. The detoxification centre would take thewmo icustody
for up to 24 hours before handing them over to wegument
longer term detoxification program.

| would also note for members of this House that sle-
cure assessment centre will also be able to desé#nisce under
the current legislative structure in place now omee have a
facility to take them upon release. The detoxiftatcentres
mentioned in the bill would presumably be able tade indi-
viduals for longer terms if they decided to takeatdage of a
government addictions program.

One of the cases — this was interesting and wa& cha

lenged in Manitoba — the courts decided that itldanly be
with alcohol, that drugs were not included undés #ct. So it
sort of defeats the purpose. In the state thatetlmdividuals
are often in, which includes severe intoxicatioat #lso where
they may be a danger to themselves or others mghaolent
or belligerent, or who could be facing more seriobarges —
many of these individuals will need to go to oullscd would

be curious to hear the remarks of the members depalsout
what they would do to house these persons unty tzen be
safely released back into the community.

Our government agrees that we need a better soliio
taking those individuals who are merely drunk aadsed out
in a public place or persons who clearly are nég &b process
what is going on around them due to severity oir tin¢oxica-
tion, rather than taking them to the hospital ereroy room as
we now do. This is what the Department of Healtd Social
Services will be working on to bring solutions thahere pos-
sible, will get these individuals out of our emergg rooms

As members know, we are working on the recommendaand into a more appropriate, safe facility. Weradlognize that

tions of the acutely intoxicated persons report dmade struc-
tures, as contemplated by this act, do not existth® NDP’s
solution is to pass an act that is disconnectenh fitee rest of
the system. That, to me, is bad legislation — phael legisla-
tion.

Let me talk about the current legislative structufer a
moment. As members of this House may not be avedrthe
current time, persons who are acutely intoxicatedre picked
up by the RCMP are most often picked up under aneare
sections of theCriminal Codedealing with causing a distur-
bance, or public drunkenness under section 17bedCtiminal
Code

This is an interesting distinction, because oftes the be-
haviour of the individual while drunk that gets th@icked up
by the police, not simply the fact that they arerdk. This is, of
course, why we have the sections in ltiguior Actto deal with
individuals under section 91(2) of that act, whiolakes it an
offence to be in an intoxicated condition in a palplace. It is
interesting to note that under subsection 92(3)prsecution
is to take place for being intoxicated in a pulgiace under
subsection 91(2), except with the written consédrthe minis-
ter — that is, the minister responsible for the ¥ukLiquor
Corporation or an officer authorized by him or h€his is a
high bar and the fact that recent case law hasdalito ques-
tion the level at which a person will be deemedédrunk
makes these sections, along with this proposedakillit is
drafted, problematic.

| believe these problems and many others requiieuse
examination by the Department of Justice so we geinthe
legislation we need and will do the job. Let's dariethodi-
cally, carefully and do it right.

Our government has decided to go ahead with theresec
assessment centre for some of these reasons, dlgbits one
of the reasons this act, as it is currently stmgxtuis somewhat
— well, it is very flawed. It doesn’t take into axmt that many
of the persons are picked up for reasons that ezsudt of their
drunkenness, not necessarily just being drunk.

individuals who undertake this high-risk lifestydee often go-
ing to fail in their attempts to get sober and,aaesult, they
must be offered many opportunities to try. In theiim, we
are working as service providers to give them tre ¢hat they
will accept.

You know, being a First Nation woman and a Firstidda
elder, | know the problems that we have of intoti@ain our
families — residential school residual effectsnbi the prob-
lems and it also takes those individuals to conmrevded and
say they want the help. What we are doing is weslgone on
the recommendations of many, many First Nation fgeopany
First Nation elders, in our corrections consultati¥Ve have
gone with what they thought would be the best smtuto help
heal our citizens. That is why we know that whatreveloing
will be the way to help cure our society in Yuk&Me listened
and we put into action what they recommended tavhst they
saw as our cultural needs.

This is what the Department of Health and SociaviSes
will be working on to bring solutions. Where podsjbwve want
to get these individuals into these facilities aget them the
help that they need. We don’t need them to be disption-
ately represented in our Correctional Centre. Watwa get
them the help that they need. For the oppositiocritize us
and say that we are not taking care of our citizensur First
Nation citizens are over-represented and | know fii a fact
— that is absolutely not the truth. | would not bere if |
thought | was harming the people in our communities First
Nation culture. | want the strength back in ouizeins, in our
communities — healthy families, healthy mothers.

Yes, we do want to help. This is where the secasess-
ment centre comes in — or a proposed sobering eentr
working in conjunction with the secure assessmemire. It
will provide a continuum that will be available wha person
wants to make that change. | get very passionabetathis
because what | do in my job — | want to help Yulaitizens
to get out of this pattern of intoxication. | wam to lead a
healthy, responsive lifestyle. | am so pleased thiat govern-
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ment has backed me and the Minister of Environneiring
forward programs that will help and are provinghelp our
citizens.

Motion to adjourn debate

Hon. Ms. Horne: Mr. Speaker, seeing the time, |
move that debate be now adjourned.
Speaker: It is moved by Hon. Minister of Justice that

debate be now adjourned.
Motion to adjourn debate on second reading of Bid.
113 agreed to

Speaker: The time being 5:30 p.m., this House now
stands adjourned until 1:00 p.m. tomorrow.

The House adjourned at 5:30 p.m.



